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“When I am with those
who are weak, I share their
weakness, for I want to
bring the weak to Christ.
Yes, I try to find common
ground with everyone,
doing everything I can
to save some.”
1 Corinthians 9:22

INSIDE

K

ings Park Community Church
(KPCC) has become part of the
“Hands and Feet” ministry which
helps people in need. Our church is
now one of the distribution centers in
the Blacktown area, currently serving
and helping 40-50 families weekly.
Every Thursday, Joe Brown, Brad Scott
and their team deliver food to the
church, which is then set out by
volunteer KPCC members for

distribution between 4.00 and 6.00pm.
We also provide afternoon tea for all
who come to collect food, which gives
us an opportunity to meet, connect and
establish a relationship with them.
We use a variety of media (such as our
numbering system, gospel literature,
church flyers, notice of church events,
invitations, screen projectors and TV
monitors) to inform our visitors that
they matter to God. We strive to create
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We will be gathering under
the theme of “Engage” at
our national conference in
April at Ulverstone, Tasmania.

W

hat
does it
mean
for us to engage
or re-engage with
the world?
Further key
questions here
are “How can we
remain true to
who we are before God without removing
ourselves from the world?” and “How do
we be relevant and engage with those
who need to be touched by authentic
lives of faith without compromising our
life of faith?”
I believe in order to do this effectively we
must work from the inside out. If the
mission of God originates from within
the overflowing love of the triune God in
creation, redemption, and the ultimate
consummation of all things, then mission
for us is identical. Mission for God must
come from within an overflowing
sacrificial love, a love that seeks to reveal
God and transform the world for Christ.
Paul puts it this way:
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If
I have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have a faith that can move
mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames,
but have not love, I gain nothing.” 2
In other words mission, our engagement
with the world, flows from love, it comes
from the inside out, or it is nothing. (Read
more in Personal Mission, page 6).
David Smith
1

Mission is used in this article to refer to
anything undertaken to serve God.

2

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

2
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an environment in which they feel
welcome and where we are also free
to share the love of God.

Jesus answered, ‘It is
written: “Man shall not
live on bread alone, but
on every word that
comes from the mouth of
God.” Matthew 4:4
Through the ministry of Hands and
Feet in our church God has given us
the opportunity to start a new Bible
Study group which runs every
Thursday after the food distribution.
The people who take part in this
group are mostly non-believers and
have come in to KPCC to pick up
food. We have also been able to hold
Bible Study in their own homes and
share meals with them.

We have also visited and lead a Bible
study in a housing community center
in Rydalmere through a lady who
comes to pick up food on Thursdays.
Hands and Feet serves not only the
needy in our society but also
establishes common ground
between the church and its
community, eventually leading these
people to know Jesus as their Lord
and Saviour. We as a church see it
already happening and we pray that
God will touch the lives of those
being helped and equip us as we
share the gospel of Jesus. Please join
us in prayer and in supporting Hands
and Feet in their great service to our
God, to the people and to our
churches.
Pastor Ariel Cinco
Kings Park Community Church

Two families have already begun
attending our Sunday service and
Bible Studies, and we are praying
that people will come to know the
Lord through this Bible study group.
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THAILAND MEDICAL MISSION 2016
SHEVONNE KOH

On 11-24 January
2016, five members of
Punchbowl Christian
Centre (Tasmania)
embarked on a medical
mission trip.

O

ur group of around 25 people
consisted of doctors, dentists,
nurses, pastors, missionaries
and students from Tasmania, Sydney,
America, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia
and Singapore.
We flew into Chiang Mai, Thailand, and
predominantly worked with the tribal
people of a rural mountain area near
the border of Myanmar (Burma). The
main purpose of the trip was to
evangelise. The way we gained access
to these remote tribes was through the
provision of free medical services. A
total of 692 medical patients and 193
dental patients were treated. Many of
these tribes despise outsiders and one
of the tribes had not allowed any
outsiders in for twenty-three years.
Communication proved challenging
although we worked through
translators as the people speak several
different dialects.
I personally did not feel fully equipped
for what we had set out to do and as a
20 year old, inexperienced second year
medical student, I felt very limited.
However, I knew that despite my
personal limitations, I believe in a
limitless God who knows my heart and
all I had to do was make myself
available for His cause. I was so grateful

April 2016

to have been guided by some amazing
mentors during the trip and learned so
much, not only medically but in so
many aspects of life and ministry. It’s
such a reminder to simply do our best
and God does the rest. He doesn’t only
call the equipped but He also equips
the called. I drew strength from the
following verses throughout the trip.
“Such confidence we have in Christ before
God. Not that we are competent in
ourselves to claim anything for ourselves,
but our competence comes from God.”
2 Corinthians 3:4-5
“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 28:19
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God
will be with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9
The trip was not always easy and it
consisted of various setbacks and
challenges, however, what we did
achieve was really amazing. We
overcame with God’s supernatural
strength and a whole lot of prayer.
I was predominantly involved with
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triage and on some days over 130
patients flocked to the clinic, some
walking over 2 hours to see us. In
addition to this, to my complete
surprise by the end of the trip I was
conducting my own consults under the
mentorship and guidance of a few of
the doctors. It flabbergasts me how
much God grows us in ability,
confidence and spiritually when we
step out in faith for His glory. It’s crazy.
But, crazy good. Crazy awesome.
I was also involved with children’s
ministry. One of the highlights was
sharing with 130 refugee children about
Jesus. Sometimes all we could do was
sow the seeds of the Gospel early and
let God do the gardening. Throughout
this whole trip I was constantly
reminded of Romans 10:14.
“How, then, can they call on the One
they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the One of whom they
have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them?”
This verse has always resonated with
me because it makes so much sense.
How will people follow God if they’ve
never heard of Him? How will they hear
of Him if we don’t tell them? Since I was
a young girl, I would pray and ask God

3
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“Why do You allow suffering?”, “Why isn’t
everyone a Christian because life is just so
much better with You in it?” and “Why don’t
You do anything about it?” As I’ve grown
older, a recurring word or reply that He
seems to give is “Shevonne, I made you.” He
made me and you. The fields are ready for
harvest, there are people out there ready to
be reached and we are the labourers!
This trip was phenomenal in terms of the
ministry God allowed us to do and how He
had prepared everything for us. Many were
treated for various diseases and even more
were prayed for. Children were ministered
to, the Gospel was shared and many
unreached were reached. Miracles were
worked in Jesus’ name.
For me, this was the first time I’d ever seen
miracles worked in front of my eyes. I saw
the lame leave walking and heard the mute
speak. I saw unbelievers accept Jesus into
their hearts. Demons were caused to
tremble in the name of Jesus. It was hectic,
and truly awesome things were achieved in
Jesus’ name! It is mind boggling and such a
testimony of God’s love, compassion and
grace.
We remain humbled to have been the
vessels for God’s work. Without Him, we are
nothing. If you feel yourself called to be a
part of something like this, go. We are so
incredibly thankful for God's provision for us
and in awe of His power. I have come back
with a vision that God has refreshed and I
cannot emphasise enough how important it
is for us to be obedient to His call on our
lives and to continually fuel that fire if God’s
given us a heartfelt vision, whatever it is. We
all have our own part to play in His story. We
all have our own purpose and tasks He has
set out for us to achieve. We all have our
own talents and gifts we can use for His
glory. Don’t hold back. Be abandoned to
God, submitted to God’s will and be open to
His teaching. It is not so much what we do
but what God does in and through us. We
need to live in a way that challenges others
and points them to God. Be the light, shine
for Him. Be the salt, season the earth. God
goes before us and shields our way, we
don’t need to be afraid. He is directing us
and nudging us toward what He wants us to
achieve for His Kingdom. We need to take
up that challenge and be willing to do
Kingdom work. Because if we do not do it,
then who will?

,
SUPER THA
THATT S
CHANGING THE WORLD
WORLD
KE A DIFFERENCE

Join the award winning industry fund that’s
changing the world through ethical investing.

Shevonne Koh
Punchbowl Christian Centre, TAS.
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EMMAUS INTENSIVE – A CHURCH
LEADER’S PERSPECTIVE ALEX WORLEY
Leaders are learners – if
you are not learning, you
are not leading. This is an
old saying but one that is
just as necessary today as
in year’s past. One of the
ways that I have been
learning is by doing a
Master of Arts at Emmaus
Bible College with a vision
for more!

I

attended the lecture component of a
Pastoral Epistles intensive at Emmaus
College on the week of 15 February
this year. Four days of intense learning
on 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. In particular,
we looked at these epistles from the
perspective of living in the current postChristian world.
What is a post-Christian world? I may
not have the ‘correct’ definition as I have
more to read and study on the topic.
From what I understand now, it is where
Christians are a tiny minority of the
population. Also, the non-Christian
majority no longer has a ‘working
knowledge’ of the Bible. They don’t go
to Sunday School either in Australia or
their nation of birth.
This resonates with me, because when I
went to primary school in the late
1960’s (only 40 years ago), we recited
the Lord’s prayer every day. The point of
the intensive is to demonstrate the
similarity of the world of the New
Testament.
Michael O’Leary is the New Testament
lecturer for Emmaus and he led us
through these epistles. His basic
premise was that Paul was
contextualising social norms to help the
hearers at the time understand how
things work in God’s household.
Michael helped us to consider how a
post-Christian world thinks and
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operates. It is a story telling culture that
communicates with biographical
information – “this is my story and this is
how my life experience has changed as
a result of becoming a Christian”. It is a
world where sharing and
understanding experience is important.
A world where knowledge is important
but it is shared by sharing experiences.
It is the reality of living out our beliefs
that is important and this is what really
influences people, not just the
knowledge itself.
All this might seem quite familiar,
however, one key point is that in
sharing experiences, liturgy is
important. We may react poorly to this
word, thinking of liturgy and freedom in
the Spirit as polar opposites. However,
the epistles often quote liturgies used in
the early church. Now, I am not a fan of
services that are structured and
dominated by liturgy. However, it is
important not to dismiss this useful tool
altogether.
One particular element of this liturgical
thought process is the Lord’s Supper or
Communion. This is a form of liturgy
that a post-Christian world may
understand and relate to. It is
something that can be proclaimed to
non-Christians, something they can
hear and experience, something that
bears witness to the most radical
self-sacrificial act of all ‘religions’.
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So, this is challenging. How do we take
communion so that it reminds
Christians of the self-sacrificial love of
Jesus but is also a testimony of that love
to non-Christians? How much ‘technical’
jargon do we use when we take
communion? It makes one think. When
it comes to this key rite, do we think
about how we say it to each other and
to non-Christians who don’t know the
basic Bible stories – to those who know
Easter as something that involves the
Easter bunny?
This was only one of the many
challenges I received from this four day
intensive. I have other assignments to
complete while developing this
thinking regarding these epistles.
Some may not agree with my thoughts,
but it may help to remember that
leaders are learners and and we must
consider new ways – even if they are
ancient ones – to apply the Scriptures in
a way that our post-Christian culture is
able to understand without watering
down the key fundamentals of the
person and work of Christ.
Alex Worley
Botany Bay Community Church
(Sydney)
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PERSONAL MISSION
DAVID SMITH

In a search for certainty,
not always a search to
build faith, people often
ask two questions about
seeking God’s will: what
am I to do, and where
should I do it?
Pannini, Giovanni Paolo, Apostle Paul Preaching on the Ruins, 1744, The Hermitage, St. Petersburg.

H

owever, if our personal mission
flows from the inside out we
can’t start with geography and
job description questions. We must first
consider who we are before God. Often
we are so eager to get into transforming
action that we forget we ourselves must
first be transformed.
Mission is an act of revealing the
unseen, that is, it is incarnational, so it
starts from the inside out. Jesus put it
in these words:
"A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another." John 13:34-35
Being known as one who loves the
other is in and of itself active mission,
as long as we don’t hide it under a
bushel. Mission is first revealing God’s
overflowing love by overflowing with
love ourselves, individually and
communally. This is either where
mission starts or stops. We are called
first to be witnesses of God’s
overflowing, eternal, sacrificial love.
The often used mission text in Acts 1:8

6

also bears this out:
“…and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
In our rush to the ends of the earth we
often forget the first line: “…and you
will be my witnesses.” In this context,
being a witness is to have a “direct and
real experience of Jesus.”1 This applied
most directly to the apostles who had
been with Jesus and witnessed his life,
death, and resurrection. For us to
qualify as witnesses of Christ, we must
first understand, personally know, and
have experienced Christ in our life.
Being a witness is firstly about who we
are in our relationship with God. Being
a witness is about our “presence” as a
Christian as much as it is about our
“proclamation.” It is about us being a
light for life, as well as the salt which
makes a difference. It is about us
revealing God’s love as well as our
involvement in active transformation.
To help clarify our position as witnesses
we should ask, “What is our motivation
for mission?” Is it about ourselves and
our experiences, or is it about Christ?
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Livermore, provides a poignant
contrast in this area:
• Mission seen through western eyes:
“This mission trip isn’t a ‘rough roach
in your bed’ kind of experience. We’ll
be housed in nice clean hotel rooms,
eat lots of good food, and have
plenty of time to shop.”
• Mission seen through majority
world eyes: “Thousands of young
men and women in China will go as
missionaries who are not afraid to
die for Jesus. They are not only
willing to die for the gospel they are
expecting it.” 2
While this may be a generalisation
based on two extremes of a spectrum,
it provides food for thought. The
western view is based on self, comfort
and adventure. The majority world
view is based in Christ, and sacrifice.
Mission therefore, starts with us being
witnesses of love, communities that
sacrifice all to be witnesses to the
world, wherever we already are.
Let us consider those original two
“God’s will” questions again in a
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different order. From our discussion
above it is clear that the first question
we must ask is “Who are we before
God?” Do we understand ourselves and
our position before God as Jesus did?
“Jesus knew that the Father had put all
things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to
God; so he got up from the meal, took off
his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist.” John 13:3-4
Jesus was confident in his position
before the Father and so he got up and
served sacrificially, with humility, loving
completely.
The second question is “How am I to
serve God?” This question focusses on
our character, and the Bible is clear
about the will of God for our lives in
this area. This is not a mystery, but
many also skip this question in their
desire to serve. Many would rather get
into action in Africa rather than get
into action on their own lives. To help
clarify the issue of character, we must

ask, “Who are you really serving?” Many
say they are serving God, but ministry
can too easily serve as a convenient
cover for seeking significance,
certainty, fulfilment, and security for
self. The true missionary, however, finds
all those things in God, allowing
mission to be humble, sacrificial, loving
service for Him.
Having answered the WHO and HOW
questions we can now move from the
being questions to the more active
WHAT and WHERE questions. However,
rather than simply ask for a job
description, the WHAT question, we
should approach it from the
perspective of gifting. “What am I gifted
to do?” Knowing your gift will help
understand the variety of tasks you
may be called to be involved in.
Knowing your gift is important both for
knowing when to say yes and no.
Saying no to something you are not
gifted for is as critical as saying yes to
that which you are called to do.
Lastly, get to work and God will show

you the place. Only now should you ask
the WHERE question: “Where should I
serve?” While there are often specific
places God wants people to serve, it is
more important to know who you are
before God, to know how you are to
serve before God, and to be actively
using your gift wherever you are, than
to be overly concerned with the
location of service. I know God wants
me to use my gifts of teaching and
training, and in using them He will
answer the WHERE question. I would
not be faithful to God if I stalled to wait
for the specific geographical
coordinates for my next move. God can
only steer moving ships.
1

Bock, Darrell L. Acts. Baker Exegetical
Commentary on the New Testament.
Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic,
2007, 64.

2

Adapted from David A. Livermore,
Serving with Eyes Wide Open: Doing
Short-Term Missions with Cultural
Intelligence. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker
Books, 2006.

CCM
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY MINISTRIES LTD
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SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES
PAUL GOULD

working with churches and community
groups to support the work of the
School Chaplains and create programs
that will aid and assist students and
families.

In 2007 the Federal Government established the
National School Chaplaincy Program [NSCP] to fund
School Chaplains and Welfare Officers to support the
wellbeing of students, parents and teachers in primary
and secondary schools.

I

n 2014 the Australian Federal
Government lost a High Court
challenge to its right to fund the
NSCP and as a consequence the
program was handed to the state
governments to manage. Unfortunately
due to the timing of events, schools
were given a few weeks to apply for
funding for the years 2015 to 2018. The
Department of Education and Training
[DET] which was awarded the task of
managing the NSCP on behalf of the
Victorian State Government received
over 1000 applications of which it had
funding available for approximately
600, that it then made available for two
years only.
As a result many schools with School
Chaplains under the NSCP were not
able to secure funds under this round
which put at risk the continued
employment of their School Chaplain,
and even more importantly the
provision of support to vulnerable
young people. The Providers in Victoria,
the employers of the School Chaplains,
formed a network named INSPIRE to
raise funds to sustain the employment
of the School Chaplains in schools that

8

were no longer able to fund them on
their own. With the assistance of a
generous grant from the Genesis
Foundation, financial support from
providers, schools, churches and
community, INSPIRE was able assist
with funding of 36 School Chaplains.
School Chaplains do amazing work in
the schools supporting the wellbeing of
students, parents and teachers,
assisting with school projects and
providing assistance to families in need.
Christian Community Churches in
Victoria and Tasmania - CCCVaT School
Support Services [CCCVaT SSS] one of
the providers under the NSCP, currently
has ten School Chaplains employed in
thirteen schools. It has and will be
providing substantial funds over the
period of this 2015/2018, to sustain the
employment of these School Chaplains.
Most school principals, teachers,
parents and students have high praise
for the work of these School Chaplains
whom administer a high degree of care
and assistance where needed. There are
few better causes than to provide
support to the vulnerable in these
formative years. CCCVaT SSS has been
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Through the NSCP, INSPIRE, schools,
churches and community funding has
been secured until 2018, however there
is no guarantee that funding will
continue to be provided by the
government or the agencies supporting
the employment of these School
Chaplains beyond this date. One of the
aims of INSPIRE is to raise awareness of
the Chaplaincy Program and the value
of its role in aiding the vulnerable. It has
also been tasked with raising financial
support from the community, so as to
maintain the employment of school
chaplains both now and beyond 2018.
If you are able to assist you can donate
via the INSPIRE website
(www.inspirechaplaincy.org.au). Your
donation will contribute to this worthy
cause and the work of the School
Chaplains in aiding the vulnerable. To
view in detail the work of these School
Chaplains and hear and read
testimonials attesting to the work they
do visit; www.inspirechaplaincy.org.au.
To view in detail CCCVaT SSS visit
cccvat.com.au/ministry-resources/
cccvat-school-support-services
Paul Gould
CCCVaT, Melbourne
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SCHOOLIES REVOLUTION
MIKAELA OTTOSSON

Instead of going to the
Gold Coast or other
popular venues, a number
of us schoolies from
Canterbury Gardens
Community Church
decided to embark on a
trip to Uganda to
experience life in the third
world, to witness and
assist with mission work.

W

e were able to fund the trip
from support within our
church and a Short Term
Mission Grant from Christian
Community Churches in Victoria and
Tasmania (CCCVaT).

Bon Voyage!
I left Melbourne with no expectation
whatsoever, which I think was a good
thing because it meant that I would not
be too underwhelmed or overwhelmed
by what I experienced.
Throughout the trip the leaders, who
were well prepared and extremely
organised, encouraged us when we
were struggling or had questions.
The mornings usually began with a
devotion that was relevant to what we
would be doing that day. We prayed
and talked a lot about faith which was
very helpful and challenging for me as
before the trip I did not take my
relationship with God seriously.
Johann Poppenbeck, one of the
founders for Hope Builders Australia,
was on the team. Not only does he
know the country and its culture so
well, locals knew “Uncle Yo” wherever
we went. It was also helpful to have
someone older and wiser with us. What
he does over in Uganda is incredible to
see first hand.
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WHAT WE DID
IN UGANDA:
We built a house
Johann started the Village of Hope, a
place where children (mostly orphans)
from the slums come to live to get a
better chance at life. Each building
holds 8 children and 1 “Mother”.
We built the 13th house. Although the
building started off slow and was very
exhausting in the humid climate it was
one of the most satisfying things I have
ever done. We built it in five days and
we were one of the few teams who laid
two more layers of brick than we were
expected to do. When completed, it felt
good to have contributed something to
Uganda and the life of these orphans.
This was a very positive experience.

We visited the slums
Visiting the slums was extremely hard
to deal with. It made me evaluate my
life and I began to recognise my own
selfishness. I had the audacity to
complain about getting mud on my
shoes yet none of the children there
owned any shoes at all.
We brought rice and soap to some
houses and prayed for the families. The
obvious difficulty of their every day lives
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was confronting. An entire house there
is smaller than our bathroom at home. It
made me angry that these people are
the poorest of the poor yet they still
have to pay rent to live in a slum.
I asked questions like, “Why was I born
into a privileged family yet they were
born into a life of poverty?” and “If we
are all meant to be equally loved by
God why is there such a drastic
difference between my life and theirs?”
It was there that God broke my heart for
what breaks His. I felt an immense
burden to remember this day, what I
had seen and experienced, so that
when I returned to Australia I would feel
responsible to do something about it.
It is so overwhelming to think that we
only touched about 18 homes when
there are so many more in Uganda, let
alone all of Africa and then the world.
How can we break the cycle of poverty
when it is such a widespread issue? This
experienced changed me more than it
did Uganda.

Women’s prison
We also visited a women’s prison. Many
of the women I talked to were serving a
life sentence, yet they prayed and
worshipped with us. This was incredible
to me, that these women who had lost
everything and were still able and
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willing to praise God with such freedom
and sincerity.

Home of Hope for the disabled
Home of Hope is a disability orphanage
run by some very strong women. In
Uganda children with disabilities are
thought to be cursed and contagious so
many are left to die. Despite the stigma,
Edith, the founder, cares for and loves
every child in the home.
We visited twice, and the first time I was
struck by the overwhelming stench of
urine, faeces and vomit. Also, I was
unsure how to engage with so many
disabled children, but that soon
changed as I found I could make a
difference by holding a child. A simple
hug brought so much joy. Our second
visit, just before we left Uganda, really
affected me. It upset me that these
children could have a relatively normal
life if they were born in Australia,
enjoying medical care and help from
trained occupational therapists.
If I could speak highly of any of the
organisations I saw in Uganda it would
be Home of Hope. The work that these
women are doing is incredibly inspiring.

WHAT DID I LEARN,
AND WHAT
AFFECTED ME?
Time versus people
I learnt a lot about their culture. I was
told to not think their culture wrong but
to think of it as different. I learnt that
time is not a thing in Uganda. This was a
little bit annoying at first as I was so
used to Australian culture where life is
always a rush as we have schedules and
things to do. But I learnt to really admire
the lack of time as one man told me
that they spend their time doing what
matters most as they could die
tomorrow. They had their priorities
right, focussing on relationships with
people and the community, something
lacking in Australian culture.
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The only thing we can take with us to
heaven is relationships and fellowship.
I think our obsession with time means
we actually miss a lot of opportunities.

Inequality
Women’s rights are a passion of mine
and I was heartbroken at the systemic
injustices they suffer in Uganda. In a
fishing village we visited, we asked
what the children do if they don’t pass
their year 7 exams. The response was
that “the boys will learn the trade of
fishermen and the girls will be married”.
The fact that these girls are literally
married off for their own survival is so
sad.
Another example was the women’s
prison, where a majority of the
prisoners have babies or were pregnant,
and were serving time for manslaughter
in self-defence against rape or abusive
husbands. Since the justice system
favours men, the consequences are
always greater for the women.
In the slums, every house I visited
suffered from the absence of a husband
and father because the man had left the
wife or had died. The lack of male role
models was heart breaking. What little
money the men had would be spent on
alcohol. Suffering all these hardships
and abuses, I must say that I have never
met such strong women in my life.

What I will do with this
experience…

(for the better). My biggest fear was that
I would forget what I have seen and
experienced and fall back into my old
selfish routine, and the experience
would be wasted. To help with this, I
kept a journal while I was in Uganda.
Being back in Australia has already
challenged me. Friends talk about stuff
that I no longer really care about. I can’t
be mad because unlike me they haven’t
had this opportunity to go overseas and
be transformed. And I need to learn
how to channel some of my frustrations
and anger about Australia’s prosperity
into positive outcomes. (This is a work
in progress!)
I know now that I should not feel guilty
about being born into privilege (being
Australian), but instead should feel
grateful and recognise that I have the
opportunity and the resources to give
and to help bring about change.
I would recommend this trip to anyone
who is finishing year 12. I realise now
that Year 12 is a very selfish year as it
focusses on what you as an individual
can achieve and makes you think only
of your own success in life. But I now
know there is much more to life than an
ATAR, which does not take into account
your spiritual growth or your impact on
your own community. I want my life to
be a testament to God‘s love, as part of
His story.
Mikaela Ottosson
Canterbury Gardens Community
Church, Vic.

Obviously I have come back to Australia
shocked at how much I have changed
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IMITATING CHRIST IN CAMBODIA
ANDREW AND JANICE COLLINS
‘Cross-cultural mission’
is a phrase that too easily
conjures up missionary
activity in a foreign country.
But all mission is crosscultural as the Gospel
inevitably creates a clash of
worldviews, challenging
both the sacred and the
secular. Andrew and Janice
Collins, who minister in
Cambodia, call us to
examine how biblical our
own worldview is.

S

top for a moment and consider
what you think is the reason Jesus
had for being on earth? In Luke 2,
when Jesus was in the synagogue in His
home town, Nazareth, He applied the
words of the prophet Isaiah to Himself
to describe His mission:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Proclaim good news to the poor
Proclaim freedom for the prisoner
Recovery of sight for the blind
Set the oppressed free, and
Proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

Looking at these five points today, I feel
I have not done too well with these
throughout my years of ministry. In
Cambodia I am learning about the
complexities of being involved in Jesus’
mission.
At a macro level, the world today is very
different from the formative years of my
faith. Today the UN Refugee Agency
reports there are 59.5 million people
forcibly displaced worldwide; some 21
million people are in some form of
slavery; one million children are sold
into slavery every year; 4 to 5 million
people are trapped in forced sexual
exploitation globally. In Cambodia, 10%
of the population (1.5 million) live on
less than A$1.80 per day. Evil is evident
on every hand, whether it be the
atrocities in Rwanda (one million dead
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in 100 days from 7 April, 1994), the
genocide in Cambodia (two million
dead between 1975 to 1979), or as I
type, the bombs being dropped on the
Kurdish people of Turkey. In Cambodia,
abuse of the poor and marginalised is
systemic with human rights abuses,
land confiscations, abuse of power,
whether from the top levels of
government and even by some NGOs.
At the micro level, virgin girls are sold to
rich people in Cambodia for thousands
of dollars and when “used” placed into
brothels. In India, children are sold to
work 16 hour days in brick factories to
pay long standing family debts.
Organisations such as Stop the Traffik
raise our awareness and educate us,
even down to how our buying habits in
Australia can improve the living
conditions of workers in Cambodia,
West Africa and Indonesia.

engaged well with the marginalised. We
have disparaged this type of ministry as
merely a “social gospel”. However, in
recent years we have attempted to
engage more biblically and practically
with issues of justice in our community.
In Cambodia, I have considered the
number of texts in the Bible in which
God expresses His heart for the poor. He
loves justice and hates injustice (Psalm
11:5-7). He asks us to imitate Him,
acting on behalf of the abused. He
urges us to loosen the bonds of
wickedness, to break the yoke of the
oppressed, to divide our bread with the
hungry, to bring the homeless into our
houses and cover the naked. If we do
this, we ourselves will be blessed by
God (Isaiah 58:2-10). He calls us to act
justly and to love mercy and to walk
humbly with Him (Micah 6:8).

Even Australia is guilty of abuses of the
marginalised in our treatment of asylum
seekers. The Bible says we are to protect
the ‘alien’ and ‘foreigner,’ the widow and
the fatherless. We condemn same sex
relationships while we are silent on the
mistreatment of the vulnerable. God
has a heart for them and stands with
them (Psalm 109:31).

The words of Ezekiel 22:24-30 can be
easily applied to modern day Cambodia.
“I looked for someone among them
who would build up the wall and stand
before me in the gap on behalf of the
land so I would not have to destroy it,
but I found no one.” Such a stand is a
bold act, requiring courage and a
commitment to leave our comfort
zones and take some risks.

Historically, evangelicals have not

We know that we are the arms and feet
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which spread the Gospel, but we are also the mouths which
advocate for the poor, the representatives of Jesus on earth in
the here and now.
Isaiah says he is “appalled” that no one was available to
intervene on behalf of the poor (Isaiah 59:14-16). Who among
us is going to stand in the gap? We don’t have to go to
countries like Cambodia, even though advocates are required.
We can be advocates in Australia for the asylum seeker,
standing against the hatred and lies which keep them
vulnerable.
Standing against oppressors required both courage and
wisdom. Recently, I have become aware of some terrible
occurrences in Cambodia which have international
connections. Either acting against it or doing nothing will
both put lives at risk.
In Cambodia, we are involved in training young people with
good potential to be mentors to vulnerable children in their
own communities. Some children who were mentored have
now become mentors – “Alongsiders” – themselves, and I have
learned that a key role in their growth was seeing the Christian
life modelled for them to imitate. The need for role models in
Cambodia is desperate.
Two of our Alongsiders who serve in the Khmer staff in the
Alongsiders’ International office recently travelled to
Singapore. They saw a country with competent government,
where the roads are clean and tidy, the traffic is orderly, and
the people respect and care for each other in ways they had
not seen before. My Khmer colleagues have come back
challenged to make a difference here in Cambodia. I can see
incremental changes in them. They are unhappy with the way
their country is and can begin to bring about change. While
older people seem stuck in the ways of the past, the future is
in the hands of these young adults who are now mentoring
future generations.
So, what are some next steps we can take in imitating the
mission of Christ?
• Become aware of what God says in the Bible about the
poor, reading it with the understanding that we are Jesus’
representatives on earth.
• Read some books on this topic. I recommend Good News
About Injustice by Gary A. Haugen.
• Visit the places in your city or town where the vulnerable
take refuge, or the various feeding programs for the

homeless in our cities. Go with a desire to learn, and pray
before going, asking God to show you where He is at work.
Jesus calls us to be transformed, imitating His example not
only in character but also in action. Such action challenges our
faith in new ways and requires a clear understanding of God
and His Word.
Who will stand in the gap for those who are voiceless in our
communities? As imitators of Christ in mission, we need to be
the voices which speak up for the poor and the marginalised.
Andrew and Janice Collins

(Abridged)
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