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measure of how well off an area is)
Decile Ranking of 2 for Disadvantage,
Economic Resources and 3 for
Education and Occupation. The range is
measured from 1: disadvantaged to 10:
well off. See page 3 for some graphs
that support these statistics.

A PLACE
OF HOPE
Despite there being 17
churches in the Moree
Community, little is being
done to work with the
Aboriginal people.
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Moree is a small Country Town
in outback NSW. With a
population of 9300 people,
21% of these being Aboriginal. In the
2011 census, Moree had a SEIFA (Social
Economical Indexes For Areas – a

Paul and Erin (along with their 5 kids)
have an amazing heart for their local
community and surrounding areas. To
allow them to be involved in this work,
Paul has been running a small business,
running a mail delivery service to rural
communities around Moree, which
limits his opportunity to work in the
Community. After many years a small
Church (recognised by the NSW
Coordinating Conference) has been
established for this regional area and

CCCAUST.ORG | T 02 9626 0055

CONTINUED PAGE 2

Paul and Erin Strahan have lived in the
Moree Community for 20 years and
have been working with the
Aboriginals, providing food, attending
gaol to offer support to the youth in
detention, providing tutoring and
education to young people who are
failing at school, and running a Sunday
School for local kids. They have for
many years housed young Aboriginals
in their own home providing a
structured and routine setting for these
youngsters, allowing them to complete
their education. They live with Paul and
Erin on Monday Night to Thursday
Night and then return to their families
on weekends to engage in the local
culture. They need to limit the number
of children they help due to financial
and accommodation restrictions.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Our heritage has
always rightly valued
the autonomy or selfgovernance of the local
church. But has this
autonomy of governance
grown into an unbiblical
independence of the
local church?

T

his can
easily
happen
for a number
of reasons,
negative ones,
like isolation,
suspicion or
division, more
positive ones like, size and depth of
leadership, which can lead to selfsufficiency, or neutral factors, such
as remoteness, culture or language.
In the letter to the Ephesians, the
“church” letter, Paul states, “the
church, which is his body,” (Eph
1:22-23) referring corporately to
the church of which Christ is the
head. He then proceeds to speak of
the unity the entire church has in
Christ, being built together to
become the chosen dwelling of
God by his Spirit (Eph 21:22). And
in relation to this building program
Christ has given gifted people to
equip others for service so that the
body of Christ, the church, may be
built up to maturity as each part
does its work (Eph 4:11-16).
Having been graced by God with
gifts for building means two things:
uniqueness and dependency. As
individuals we have each been
gifted uniquely by God as he has
determined. No one else has been
created for works of service in
exactly the same way. We are all
different, and therefore unique
before God, and therefore play a
valuable role in the body of Christ
that only we can play. However, lest
we get carried away with our own
importance, because we have one
or some gifts we realise that we
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don’t have them all. I am acutely
aware that I am dependent on the
gifts of others to build me up to
maturity. I am also aware that in
order to build others up to maturity
I need to work alongside and
together with others, who have
different gifts. We are all unique yet
also dependent.
The same applies to our local
churches. We are as individual
churches not the whole body of
Christ, we are a part. We are as local
representations of Christ all unique,
made up of communities of unique
individuals bound together by
Christ. But as only one part of the
body we need each other. Because
as one local church we are not the
entire body, we need the unique
giftings of other local churches so
that together we can fulfil the great
commission and build all toward
maturity and unity in the faith.
We are all called to be, now, here, in
2017, what we already are in Christ
– one unified body of Christ - a
place where we are all unique yet
mutually dependent. Therefore, our
local autonomy does not exist to
serve just the local church. Our
local autonomy is to be exercised
to place our God given uniqueness
alongside the unique giftings of
other churches and commit
together to a united, maturing,
kingdom expanding, body-life
service for Christ.
What are the implications? Local
churches will band together in
unity and mutual dependency to
support each other and to provide
greater ministry impact. Larger
churches which are self-sufficient
will no longer operate solo, but will
help resource and strengthen
others. City churches will reach out
to isolated rural churches.
Countries will partner together and
those with much will assist those
with little. Rather than each church
serving alone in their suburb or
town, together all will serve the
kingdom, until all are mature and
united in Christ.
David Smith
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ministering to the regional communities in
Moree, Walgett and Brewarrina. (More about
this exciting ministry in Brewarrina in our next
issue).
The Hands and Feet Board has been amazed at
Paul and Erin’s heart and desire to honour God
in their community, serving the Aboriginals at
great cost to themselves and their family. For
the last 16 months, Paul and Erin have been a
part of the Hands and Feet family, providing a
helping hand in times of need and connecting
people to the local church through their
ministry called Ephraim House. Hands and Feet
have sat with Paul and Erin and helped them
streamline the ministry and to look at ways of
ensuring the ministry is effective and
sustainable into the future. We are excited by
the changes that are coming to fruition in the
ministry. These include:
• Having Paul and Erin recognised by AMT for
their work amongst the Aboriginals (in
process)
• Encouraging and seeing local churches
support the work by sending gifted
teachers out to Moree for weekends to help
Paul and Erin as they evangelise, teach and
help Aboriginals walk for Christ.
• Working with Paul and Erin to find income
to allow them to spend more time in
ministry with the Aboriginal Community
• Purchasing an appropriate property to
allow them to
- Provide educational programs to kids
who are struggling at school
- Provide accommodation for Aboriginals
who are struggling with drugs and
alcohol issues
- Provide accommodation for young
people who have been kicked out of
home or who need time out from issues
at home.
- Run a church that accepts and helps
Aboriginals grow in Christ.
We praise God that he has shown up in these
processes and provided ways and means to
see these ideals become a reality.
Hands and Feet has recently been approved as
a National Disability Insurance Scheme
Provider in NSW. Effectively, this means that
Paul goes into homes of people in need and
provides services such as mowing lawns,
providing transport, cleaning the home and
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receives payment from the NDIS system
to provide these services. They started
with one client but since the news got
out, Paul and Erin are receiving ongoing
calls (because of the respect in the
community for them) to come and help
others. (By the way, this service can be
provided anywhere in NSW and can
apply through Hands and Feet to be a
provider in other states as well, so if you
know of anyone interested, contact
Hands and Feet and we will help you
connect with your community.)
Our next desire is to see the property
purchased to allow us to develop a
Community Centre that is Aboriginal
friendly and helps them deal with the
particular issues in their lives. We have
our eye on a property on a river just
outside of the Moree township, close
enough to town but far enough away
from the town problems. We need to
raise $350,000 to purchase this
property. In March this year, at the NSW
Build Conference (men’s conference) we
challenged the 170 attendees to help us
kick start the project and to help us get
a deposit together for the property.
Paul shared his testimony at the
conference and God has touched the
hearts of those men and we have seen
$67,000 come into the building fund as
a result. This along with a number of
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other generous donors has the building
fund sitting at $105,000.
To see the passion and hear the story,
visit handsandfeet.com.au/projects/
ephraim-house. Please pass this video
along to others in your church who you
think would be interested in knowing
Paul and Erin’s story.
If you would like to help Paul and Erin
purchase this property so the work can
grow and be more effective, please
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consider giving to the account below.
Hands and Feet
Ephraim House Building Fund
BSB: 802759 Acc No: 100000457
Reference: First & Last Name
Please note, all gifts are tax deductible.
If you would like a Tax Deductible
Receipt, please email
brad@handsandfeet.com.au with your
details and the amount of your
donation.
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE
TO REFUGEES? DAVID SMITH
Images of God

W

e are all created by the hand
of God1 and as bearers of his
image.2 And the creator of
love and life continues to place people
of all nations, tribes, and tongues into
his world. All created in his image, and
all designed to belong to him. All were
created equal by God, and are loved
equally by God.3 Therefore, refugees,
from God’s perspective, as fellow image
bearers, have the same value, standing,
and dignity as all of his created people.

God throughout history has called his
people to follow his loving lead. The Old
Testament Hebrew word ger is
translated variously into English as
foreigner, resident alien, stranger,
sojourner, or immigrant.4 God on many
occasions commanded his people to
specifically care for the foreigner.
“Welcoming the stranger ... is the most
often repeated commandment in the
Hebrew Scriptures, with the exception
of the imperative to worship only the
one God.”5 This obligation for care and
concern arises from the fact that they
were also refugees6 brought up out of
Egypt.7 Jesus himself also fled as a
refugee to Egypt, and returned to live
among his people as a rejected,
unrecognised stranger. In addition, it is
recorded that even while he was in this
world, that he created, he was not
received as one who belongs.8 Even in
his death he was crucified outside the
city. He was rejected completely.
Therefore, throughout Scripture, along
with orphans and widows, strangers
and foreigners are accorded the same
God concern: no one should be left
outside a communal family setting.
Outside family you have no name, no
privileges, no inheritance, and no
future. Because God is a God who
creates family, being outside is a place
God hates. God always invites all to
come into his family. Like God we are
then called to invite and provide family
for those who have not, this includes
the refugee. In fact, if we invite and
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Welcome the Stranger

welcome the stranger in, it is as if we are
welcoming Christ. If we don’t, then we
are ignoring Christ.9

Our Citizenship
We can all have many points of identity:
language, tribe,10 nation, and spiritual.
The issue here is not what identity is
right or wrong but which takes ultimate
priority and commands our first
allegiance. Jesus called his disciples to
abandon allegiance to brother, sister,
mother, and father, in favour of
himself.11 That is, allegiance to Jesus
was to be paramount.12 Paul puts it
differently. Our citizenship is not of this
world, but as Christians our citizenship
is to be found in heaven.13 Our identity
has shifted from any earthly identity
category of, language, tribe, or nation,
to that of heaven first. Peter inverts this,
rather than calling us citizens of heaven
he calls us actually aliens and strangers
of the earth.14 According to the writer to
the Hebrews, the faithful listed in
chapter eleven also viewed themselves
as aliens and strangers on this earth.15 If
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this is so, then as citizens of heaven and
aliens and therefore strangers of
Australia, we must automatically
relegate any desire to hold onto our
land, our national identity, our culture,
and our way of living, under the call of
Christ. After all, everything has either
been created by God or gifted to us by
God. It is all from his hands. Therefore,
as spiritual aliens in this land, can we
withhold these same things from
others, from other non-citizens, from
refugees? No. Rather we must share
God’s gifts with all his created people.

Generous Welcome
So we now find ourselves, equal as
image bearers, carrying a similar
identity as aliens and strangers, and
called to invite, welcome, and show love
to all refugees. What are we then to do?
Luke puts it simply like this: give to all
who ask, and do to others what you
would have them do to you.16 We are to
give generously of our resources to help
all, and we are to give of our time and
love to welcome and treat all like family.
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If we are genuinely concerned with
helping refugees it will involve the
willingness to sacrifice, in order to give
generously. Such sacrifice calls for,
courage to live close to our limits,
awareness of the inadequacy of our
abilities and resources, complete
dependence on God, and an
expectation that God is both needed
and involved.17 Isn’t this where we
should always be living anyway; in
places of constant faith, in places where
we can say with Paul, that we have been
blessed so that we can bless others.18
Perhaps if we are not living near the
edge, but rather within the perimeters
of our own resourcefulness or comfort,
we have not yet reached a true place of
generous hospitality. As one writer puts
it, we are called to live between
“finiteness and grace, heartbreak and
miracle, tragedy and gift.”19

Special Care
It is clear that we are to offer a welcome,
hospitality, and family love to the
stranger, the refugee, our neighbours,20
and even our enemies.21 The Bible,
however, places a special emphasis on
caring for those who are within the
family of God,22 to the point of suffering
with those brothers and sisters who are
suffering.23

Our Response
Therefore, our response to refugees is:
to accept them as equals, invite them,
welcome them, care for them, share
generously with them what God has
gifted to us, and do all this with an
embrace of dignity and love, as family,
especially to our brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Sustaining Ministry
But then the question comes, “Do we
have to say yes to everyone, and risk
everything, fearing that should we limit
our hospitality we may actually be
closing the door on Jesus?” This is a
valid question when our heart is
seeking to live sacrificially. It is not a sin
to be finite and unable to attend to all.
We are called, however, to be a sign, a
living demonstration of all that God
intends. We are called to express his
heart clearly. While it is important to
recognise our limits, it is equally
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important to remember Jesus’ words
that we will save our lives by giving
them away.24 We must ensure that in
asking the question we are not seeking
to avoid God’s clear call, thus operating
out of scarcity of self before exercising
generosity for God. However, if ministry
is to be effective it must also be
sustainable. Consideration must be
given to how much ongoing care,
support, and integration can be
handled by a church community, so
that the ministry can be sustained and
continued long term without either the
ministry or the church community
crashing and burning shortly after the
launch. We need to consider ministry as
a marathon not a sprint. While a crisis
needs immediate attention, it must be
noted that the integration of refugees
into a community setting requires much
time, energy, resources, and planning,
all of which are limited. Yes we are
called to give sacrificially, yet also in a
sustained continuing manner.

Community Values
Next we are faced with that other nonfinancial sacrifice dilemma, “Can we give
of our time, space, and energy to
welcome and get involved in the lives of
others?” For some this could be viewed
as a call to not only give relationally but
to also risk life. A welcome is not the
door to an empty space. A welcome
into community or family is an
invitation into “our” life, into a space
defined by commitments, values, and
meanings, much of which we do not
wish to lose. So we are faced with a
tension. We seek to keep our identity as
a holy community of Christ, which is
right, while at the same time being
called to welcome strangers who may
cause damage to the holy community.
Yet hospitality is an essential part of
being a community of Christ. We cannot
actually be Christ’s community and not
welcome the stranger in. Such
communities live with certain values;
ones that create protect and sustain its
holy life and holy identity, ones that
provide healing and wellbeing, ones
that promote respect dignity and
peace. A community is also bound to
communicate its values to those who
enter. These values may prove
unacceptable to some who are invited,
and therefore some people will choose
to exclude themselves without being
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denied a welcome from the
community.25 Separation from the
world and hospitality toward the world
are two manifestations of the same
love: following Christ and receiving
Christ. Following Christ draws us out of
the world into a new family, but then
Christ comes to us as those who are in
the world, and we receive him. The very
love which has provoked the separation
is verified through open and generous
hospitality.26

Building Dignity
While we are clearly called to give
generously, it is also important to
ensure that the motives of our heart are
right, and that we build dignity rather
than take dignity away from those who
receive. Even though Scripture is clear
that it is more blessed to give than
receive, that is, our heart should desire
active generosity over idle reliance on
others, we can prefer to give than to
receive for selfish reasons. We can prefer
to give because receiving can place us
in a position of indebtedness, even a
place of inferiority. If we receive, we can
feel like we lose something of ourselves
and are at the mercy of others.
Something of our dignity seems
affected until we can make amends by
returning the favour or repay the gift.
The questions here are, “How can we be
generous to refugees without at the
same time stealing their dignity?” or
“How can we offer hospitality that
builds dignity?” Dignity like the image
of God comes through genuine loving
relationship. It was bestowed upon us
by God through creation, it was
corrupted through separation caused
by sin and the fall, and its restoration
was made possible by Christ through a
faith relationship. Generosity therefore,
must come from within a genuine,
loving; we are equal before God,
brother to brother, sister to sister,
relationship. Such generosity not only
bestows kindness but also values the
other as family, and therefore protects
and bestows dignity. It is giving within
family.

The Public Square
What about the public square and
political engagement? Christians are to
have an influence in the public square
both through electing governments
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and then through providing a voice of
accountability for good. However, it is
easy to start the consideration of
refugees with political demands and
public discussions first, rather than
offering a real living community of
welcome and embrace. It is easy to
make comment on issues of detention,
immigration quotas, and illegal
immigrants, without any personal
relational engagement. We often want
to set policy and leave the government
to deal with the people. This approach is
problematic. In making such demands
on our governments or on society in
general, we are asking the world to
respond to that which is the call of God
on Christian hearts and lives. And this is
neither a call the government or society
can fully understand nor carry out. It is
us who are called to act incarnationally
and relationally with integrity. Our lives
must display that which we wish to
request of others. We must be a light in
the world of all that God desires before
seeking to be a voice to rally others to
the call. We must embrace the people,
either here, in detention, or on the

shores of other lands. It is then that we
will have grounds for our voice to be
heard in the public square.

The Invitation
As a movement we have in the past
offered homes to orphans, schools to
children, shelter to the poor, and
hospitals to the hurting. We must now
answer another call. We need many
families who will form small communities which will welcome
lost and lonely people, offering them a
new form of family and a sense of
belonging. Christians must commit
themselves to new communities of
welcome, to live with people who have
no other family, and to show them that
they are loved and can grow to greater
freedom and that they in turn can live
and give life to others.27

God has included us in his family,
through grace. We must invite others
into ours, by offering this same grace.
1 Genesis 2:7
2 Genesis 1:25-26
3 John 3:16

,
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4 Stephan Bauman, Matthew Soerens, and Dr Issam Smeir,
Seeking Refuge: On the Shores of the Global Refugee Crisis
(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2016), 30. The Hebrew word ger
is mentioned ninety-two times in the Old Testament. “Many
of those references mention God’s particular concern for the
foreigner alongside two other vulnerable groups: orphans
and widows.”
5 Ibid.
6 According to the United Nations, “A refugee is someone who
has been forced to flee his or her country because of
persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a well-founded
fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
political opinion or membership in a particular social group.
Most likely, they cannot return home or are afraid to do so.
War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading
causes of refugees fleeing their countries.” ‘What is a Refugee
- USA for UNHCR’, accessed 21 August 2016,
www.unrefugees.org/what-is-a-refugee.
7 Leviticus 19:33-34
8 John 1:10-11
9 Matthew 25:32-46
10 Tribal identity has not played a large role in the Australian
context. However, where there is indigenous and settler
tension, or where multiculturalism is accompanied by ethnic
tension, tribalism exists in some form.
11 Matthew 19:29, Luke 14:26-27
12 Mark 1:19-20, Matthew 8:21-22
13 Philippians 3:20
14 1 Peter 2:11
15 Hebrews 11:13
16 Luke 6:30-31
17 Christine D. Pohl, Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a
Christian Tradition (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), 131–32.
18 2 Corinthians 9:8
19 Pohl, Making Room, 134. Matthew 16:24-25.
20 Matthew 19:19, Mark 12:31, Luke 10:27
21 Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27-35
22 Galatians 6:10
23 1 Corinthians 12:26
24 Ibid., 135.
25 Jean Vanier, Community and Growth (New York: Paulist Press,
1989), 275.
26 Pohl, Making Room, 139.
27 Vanier, Community and Growth, 168–69.
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WORKING FOR OR AGAINST HUMANITY
BRADLEY SCOTT
The pressure was on, it was
Good Friday evening and
we had a skeleton crew in
Martin Place getting ready
to distribute food packages
to the homeless.

N

ormally the warehouse
volunteers would have
completed the packs on Friday
afternoon, but due to the holiday we
were packing the sandwiches as we
handed the food out. I was sitting on
the floor of the Hands and Feet truck,
working through 420 packs, adding
sandwiches to the bags that contained
water, Coke, chips, fruit and a muesli bar.

As I sat on the floor and looked out the
back of the truck, my eye caught two
men holding hands. This is not a strange
sight in the middle of Sydney on a
Friday night, but the level of flirting and
openness by which they expressed
themselves was unusual. Over the next
20 minutes, around 300-400 young gay
men meandered past our truck on their
way to some event close by. I was
staggered by the sheer volume of
young men congregating to openly
express their sexuality. I was struggling
to understand my own feelings as I
witnessed this group of men passing by
us as we tried to help people in need.
Was I angry, repulsed, sorrowful, pitiful,
sad, I wasn’t sure but I suppose I was a
little shell shocked. As I was pondering
this, one of our volunteers interrupted
my thought process and asked for help
as one of the homeless men we were
helping, had taken 6 packs of food and
was circling to take another. He was
rude and aggressive and ignoring any
requests from our team to not be
greedy. In fact his aggression was
concerning some of those working at
the table. As I was trying to reason with
this gentleman, I observed another man
at the back of the truck helping himself
to copious amounts of Ginger Coke.
(Yes, Coke has released a Ginger Coke.
Don’t get it myself. Tastes like Ginger
beer, funny that.)
Here we are trying to help a wide range
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of people with a small amount of food
and people are being greedy and
ripping one another off. Once again, I
was pondering what this all meant. The
rest of the night was rather uneventful
but those two events played on my
mind over the Easter weekend. Our
church services rang out the great news
that “He is Risen” and yet as I thought
back over the events of Friday night, I
struggled to see what difference if any,
we as a group trying to help people had
made that night. Did we impact that
community of men or that man who felt
he had more rights than others to the
food we gave out?
I find it amazing how God works in and
through us to reveal himself to us. Later
in the week as I was still trying to make
sense of this scene, I came across the
following verses.
1 Thessalonians 2:12-16
We pleaded with you, encouraged you,
and urged you to live your lives in a way
that God would consider worthy. For he
called you to share in his Kingdom and
glory. Therefore, we never stop thanking
God that when you received his message
from us, you didn’t think of our words as
mere human ideas. You accepted what
we said as the very word of God—
which, of course, it is. And this word
continues to work in you who believe.
And then, dear brothers and sisters, you
suffered persecution from your own
countrymen. In this way, you imitated
the believers in God’s churches in Judea
who, because of their belief in Christ
Jesus, suffered from their own people,
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the Jews. For some of the Jews killed the
prophets, and some even killed the Lord
Jesus. Now they have persecuted us,
too. They fail to please God and work
against all humanity as they try to keep
us from preaching the Good News of
salvation to the Gentiles. By doing this,
they continue to pile up their sins.
I had never seen this verse in this light
before. The words “They fail to please
God and work against all humanity”
came alive to me. When we choose to
follow our own desires and the things
we feel will bring satisfaction to
ourselves, (outside of God’s desires for
us) we work against all humanity. That is
Satan’s desire, to destroy humanity, yet
God builds and encourages humanity.
As I look through the word of God, I see
that God has a heart for his people to
help those in need. In fact, if you follow
Scripture from beginning to end,
helping the helpless is one of the main
messages in Scripture. In essence, that's
what Jesus did on the cross: He repaired
the damage done to humanity and
restored hope and a future for humanity.
So, does what we do through Hands
and Feet make a difference? Yes, it
does. It brings hope to a hurting
humanity. It builds and encourages
people in their lives. What a privilege it
is for us as God’s church to build
humanity though acts of kindness and
generosity. As a church, and as
individuals, it is a good question to ask,
are we involved in activities or
programs that build humanity?
Bradley Scott
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CONTAINER MINISTRY TO ZAMBIA
AUTHOR NAME
In 2001 Don Fleming
introduced the Wynnum
Assembly to Emily Nswana
of Chingola, Zambia,
Africa. Emily had begun a
work among orphans and
was beginning a school.

W

e committed to sending her a
container of goods that
would assist her and in
October 2002 sent the first container.
Folk from Wynnum visited Zambia in
2004 and were convinced that the
container ministry was a viable
proposition and greatly benefited the
work of the Lord in Chingola.
We also realised that we could only be
effective if we saw the ministry as if it
was a potted plant in the wider scheme
of ministries in Africa. Our little bucket
of water could only help a small
percentage of the need. We have stuck
with that principle and while the
original ministry closed we have
continued through the new Public
Benefit Organisation registered in
Zambia as “Living Hope Transit Home,”
but generally referred to as Living Hope
Zambia and through the control offered
by David and Mary Chapman and Erica
Barr. David, from Gympie in Queensland,
met Mary in Zambia in 2007 and they
were married in Chingola in 2008. Erica
is a New Zealander, based in Tewantin
on the Sunshine Coast when not in
Zambia. She has been very active there
in writing policies and having them
approved, being very involved in the
coordination of the local Public Benefit
Organisations there and demonstrating
Living Hope Zambia’s intention to do
things right.
We did not send containers for almost
three years because the work had lost
its Zambian Charity Status but that is
now available through the work of Erica
Barr and Living Hope Zambia. In all that
time we were conscious of the fact that
the work was to continue as money
kept coming into the container account,
as well as a consistent flow of goods. We
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Above: The container arriving in Chingola. Below: Sorting the goods for distribution.

were blessed in that three storage
rooms were available at Wynnum
Church together with a garage available
at Redcliffe in Peninsula Palms in the
home of Les Smith.
We send quality goods including
clothes, shoes, educational materials,
medical equipment, tools and
equipment for small-scale farming and
building, sewing machines, materials for
craft and the list goes on. The team in
Chingola are refining the distribution
process with government officials and
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local committees being involved both
in determining who the needy
recipients are and ensuring our legal
requirements are met to protect out
tax-free status there. Living Hope is
currently developing a relationship with
a hospital in Chingola hopefully
allowing Living Hope free medical
services in return for equipment
shipped from Wynnum.
Over the three year period we were able
to build the container bank account to
over $40,000 and were able to finance
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the building of a shed on the South
Chingola plot (where the Transit Home
is being built) capable of receiving up to
three containers at a time and storing
the contents. These containers can
remain on-site and be used for storage
and training classrooms or moved to
other locations where needed. Having
changed our shipping company and
dispatching four containers to Zambia
since mid 2016 (numbers 16 to 19), we
are still in the black by a few hundred
dollars but in need of an influx to
continue this ministry. The last two
containers are due to arrive in May 2017
in Dar es Salaam and then be trucked to
Chingola to arrive hopefully a week
later. Currently we have container
number 20 three quarters packed and
sufficient goods catalogued to fill it.
Number 21 is already quarter filled with
corrugated iron and sliding glass doors
and 2½ tonne of goods from Redcliffe.

Kamchanga students in donated uniforms

You ask if the pot plant has flourished. I
have to say God has led us all the way
and if you would tap into the following
Facebook site or the website you will
see how God is at work.
www.facebook.com/livinghopezambia
www.livinghopezambia.com.au
If you desire to have financial fellowship
in this work please note the following:
For tax deductibility, you can either
make your donation online by going
to www.handsandfeet.com.au or by
direct deposit. Please mark donation
“LHZ002 Container Ministry.”
Banking details:
Account Name: Hands and Feet Inc
BSB: 802759 A/C #: 100 000 481
Description: LHZ002 (Container
Ministry)
OR for non-deductible donations
make cheques payable to:
Wynnum Christian Community Church
– Zambia Account
PO Box 9156
Wynnum Plaza QLD 4178
OR to make a direct deposit:
Bank: Commonwealth Bank Wynnum
Account: Wynnum Christian
Community Church – Zambia Account
BSB: 064133 A/C No: 1037 7757
Please indicate your name.
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FAITH AND BELIEF
IN AUSTRALIA
McCrindle Research along
with a series of partners
have commissioned a study
into the perception of
Christianity and the church
by the community.

T

Image: Nils Versemann / Shutterstock.com

he study is called “Faith and Belief
in Australia”. The results are now
out and can be downloaded free of
charge at faithandbelief.org.au
This is very interesting research and there
are valuable lessons for us as churches.
Please note, this is documented research
and is not making judgements or giving
the church any advice. It is our job as
churches to study the information and
interpret what we should do based on
the raw data (see opposite page).

CCM
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY MINISTRIES LTD
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COASTLANDS NEWS
MARTYN BUCKLAND
Coastlands Christian
Community Church is
undergoing some exciting
changes and growth that
we would like to share
with the CCCAust
community.

O

ur church building has been
remodeled inside with the
construction of an internal
crèche room as well as a Sunday School
room to facilitate the families who visit,
as well as our existing children and
teens. Our old external Sunday School
room is being utilised as a games room
for our youth.

ongoing plan of integrating some of
these kids into our church. These RISE
camps are for disadvantaged and
troubled kids from Out of Home Care
agencies and the only place they might
hear about Jesus is through the work
done at camp.
We would like to thank Stewards who
have been amazing in resourcing us
with a loan to make a number of
alterations in our church including new
carpet, an internal and external repaint
plus the previously mentioned

upgrades. Without support options like
Stewards and Ministry Support,
churches like ours would struggle to
make headway.
Please pray with us that young Christian
families would come along and join our
church, or better still, families seeking
salvation in Christ Jesus. Pray also for
the provision of youth workers to join
our congregation to prosper the
amazing opportunities we have to teach
kids in our community about Jesus
Christ our Saviour.

Our cottage has undergone an internal
restructure that makes it a great
community space for fellowship with
young and old alike.
Our youth ministry is growing with the
addition of extra children will become a
biweekly Friday night fixture where
previously it was only monthly.
We are greatly encouraged by the
changes that God is doing in our church
and are excited that there is evidence of
the work of the Holy Spirit in our
community.
We have been blessed by the addition
of pastor/elder, Tim Knisely and his
family. Tim and Cathy are both seasoned
SRE teachers and youth workers and so
are a great compliment to our youth
ministry, as well as to the teaching and
discipling of our church. They, along
with Diane Harvey, are currently
engaged in SRE at our local schools.
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Coastlands is also supporting the work
of RISE camps at Camp Toukley and the

