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A little over 12 months
ago, I was asked to lead
Lutanda, our Christian
camping ministry in NSW.
We are slowly reconnecting
not only with CCCAust
churches but also to the
poor and disadvantaged
kids we are meant to serve.

INSIDE

hile we host school groups
just like other Christian
Camping organisations, our
mission is to minister to the poor and
disadvantaged in our society. This is the
mission of days past and it remains the
mission today.

W

holidays and some 400 kids come to
one or more of our camps. We have a
team of people who support and
encourage these volunteers in addition
to our site staff who support them in
prayer, in word and of course in their
excellent work.

We run camps through our volunteer
network that specifically works with
kids in what is now called “out-of-homecare” situations or what you might know
as “foster kids”. There are a number of
these that run during the school

And of course, we support Camp Jono
and four Camp David camps to
intellectually disabled kids. These are an
absolute delight to support. I have been
to them all and have had tears in my
eyes as the leaders love them with the
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I grew up in a small church
in a small town in a small
state (the smallest). From
that vantage point, and
not such a big vantage
point at that, it is easy to
feel that the impact of the
gospel is also rather small in this world.

W

e can feel like we are a small light in a dark world; a
small light that the world can easily ignore. But
Jesus assures us that just like the mustard seed and
the yeast the gospel will have surprising results.1

I recently had the privilege of attending our movement’s
international conference on mission in Rome, Italy. Rome for
five days was host to 700 participants from 105 countries
and territories around the world, encouraging one another
and worshipping God – a snapshot of God’s amazing work
worldwide. This was the 6th of such international gatherings.
According to the latest figures our movement has grown by
8% in the last four years, it has 2.1 million adult attenders, in
nearly 25,000 congregations, and has a presence in 128
countries. As Paul puts it, the gospel is growing around the
world just as it is doing its work among you.2

Above: Australian delegates at IBCM6 in Rome, July 2015.

If each child of God is a light for God, then our churches are
light-houses, and many churches gathering together in
God’s name are like a city on a hill which cannot be hidden.3
We need to be constantly reminded that we are part of, and
connected to God’s amazing kingdom work.
One of the areas where light and darkness are converging is
in the area of marriage. Society is seeking to take the God
ordained institution of marriage, redefine it for its own
purposes, and discard those who hold to the original God
ordained view. Covenantal marriage, where man and
woman become one, is a reflection of the one triune God of
intimate covenantal love. Nothing else reflects God, nothing
else uniquely images 4 the relational dynamic of God.
In light of the push in Australia to change the definition of
marriage, the CCCAust team decided to review the Marriage
Rites that our marriage celebrants use at a wedding
ceremony. At our last meeting in Brisbane, in September, we
agreed that our Marriage Rites need to include the following
specific definition of marriage: “Christian marriage is the God
ordained covenantal union of a man and a woman to the
exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.”
Anything else does not reflect God, it will not be light. We
are only light if we reflect true light, the light of God. Let’s do
it together – as a city.

Consider “Working Together” with Stewards
when your church has financial needs
Established to support the Christian Brethren Movement,
the Foundation:
• Provides loan finance for new projects, extensions, vehicles,

office equipment etc
• Accepts funds on deposit at competitive interest rates
• Arranges Insurance
• Funds Christian Schools
• Acts as trustees of Church property
• Administers gifts, bequests, endowment funds
• Owns, operates and funds Christian Retirement Villages
• Offers membership to people who attend Christian Brethren

Churches
Assisting Christian Community Churches of Australia and related
Organisations, Brethren Missionaries and Brethren Workers
both practically and financially
PO Box 230, South Hurstville NSW 2221
P: 02 9547 3110 F: 02 9547 3116
M: 0419 747 227
admin@stewardsfoundation.com.au
www.stewardsfoundation.com.au

David Smith
1
3

Luke 13:18-21; 2 Colossians 1:6;
Matthew 5:13-14; 4 Genesis 1:27

2
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HANDS AND FEET
BRADLEY SCOTT

“Those who oppress
the poor insult their
Maker, but helping the
poor honours him.”
Proverbs 14:31

I

remember sitting with Joe the first
time I met him, we sat in a coffee shop
in Blacktown and as I listened I was
awestruck at how God could and was
working through Joe and his wife to
impact the homeless in our city. From an
outward appearance, Joe was penniless,
yet in 2014, 21000 food packs were
handed out to the homeless, 13000
hampers were delivered to needy
families and 13 schools were supplied
with bread, spreads and fruit on a weekly
basis to help feed kids who came to
school without adequate food.
Being an organised and ordered person,
I quizzed Joe on how he determined
who did and didn’t get food. What asset
test was applied to determine who does
and doesn’t get helped? I suppose the
heart behind the questions was how do
you ensure that you don’t get ripped
off? I still remember the look in Joe’s
eyes, the kindness and patience as he
referred me to Deut 15:7 “But if there are
any poor Israelites in your towns when
you arrive in the land the Lord your God
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is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or
tight-fisted toward them. Instead, be
generous and lend them whatever they
need.” Joe’s reply was simple, if they say
they need help then we help. God
wants us to have an open hand to
anyone who asks.
Last week I stood in the new warehouse
and was chatting to a young man who
helps distribute food in the city. I was
blown away by his testimony, a
successful sales rep for a large software
company, who got involved in drugs,
lost his job, family, dignity and ended
up in gaol and then on the streets with
nothing. Joe and his team helped him
out in his time of need and now this
young man is rebuilding his life, has
committed his life to Christ and is giving
back to help others in need. This is not
just a social service, it impacts and
changes lives.
So what is Hands and Feet and what
does it have to do with our churches?
We have formed a new Board which
consists of representatives from AMT,
Stewards Foundation, Emmaus Bible
College and Joe from the original Hands
and Feet Australia organisation. Hands
and Feet Inc has been registered with
the ACNC and ATO as a body that can
i) Advance Health
ii) Advance Education
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Above left: Some of our great volunteers
helping to distribute food at Martin
Place.
Above: Joe’s son Abraham helps out a
friend living on the street.

iii) Advance Social or Public Welfare
iv) Act as Public Benevolent Institution.
The ATO has recognised Hands and Feet
Inc as a charity and has granted the
organisation tax concessions for GST
concession, Income tax exemption, FBT
exemption and has recognised the
organisation as a whole as a Deductible
Gift Recipient (DGR) for all of its works
here in Australia and overseas. The
significance of this is that for the first
time we as a group of churches can gain
a tax benefit by supporting projects
here in Australia and overseas. We now
have a mechanism that allows us as
churches to give into hurting
communities here in Australia and
overseas without going through other
external organisations.
We are excited by the local work of
Hands and Feet in Sydney and are
looking for this to grow and spread into
other States. Likewise we are excited by
the opportunity for churches to put
forward projects that can be assessed
for compliance with the DGR
requirements and thus serve the church
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in acting as a conduit for directing funds into projects here in Australia and
overseas. In essence we are looking for the church to be our eyes and ears and to
recognise the need amongst us so that we can work in partnership with the local
church to bring relief to those in need.
Our new web page www.handsandfeet.com.au is now active and contains
application forms for churches or individuals to propose new ministry opportunities
for assessment. There is also an online donation system to allow churches,
companies and individuals to give towards the approved projects.

Above left: Some of the homeless
sheltering at Central station during the
coldest July in Sydney in 20 years.
Above: Joe helping one of our friends.
The backpack was donated by one of
our churches and allows this gentleman
to move around. Tonight’s food pack is
ready to be packed into his pack.

You can also keep up with Hands and Feet through our facebook page. Visit
www.facebook.com/HandsAndFeetAustralia for the latest news, as well as photos
showing the work of Hands and Feet in Sydney, the new warehouse (this used to be
run out of Joe’s house) and some of those helping and being helped by this work.
If you would like to help out and donate funds toward the Sydney Hands and Feet
project you can send cheques to Hands and Feet Inc at 27 Alex Ave, Schofields, NSW
2762 or you can donate online at www.handsandfeet.com.au
For more information contact Bradley Scott (02) 9626 0055 or
brad@handsandfeet.com.au

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

•

You can be added to our prayer list
for outreach camps

love of the Lord Jesus Christ! Oh, how
the leaders give these little ones a cup
of water!

•

You can encourage your young
people to get involved in a Lutanda
camp – these are a great way to
serve the poor and disadvantaged

There is a JanOne and a July@Yarra that
specifically ministers to church kids and
their friends to give them a camping
experience. We all know of many church
kids who had their faith cemented
during one of these camps and have
seen their friends come to a saving faith
in the Lord Jesus.
If the Lord is leading you to ask – “how
can I help” then may I be so bold as to
provide a couple of suggestions:

4

•

You can subsidise the cost of Bibles
– we give away Bibles to the value of
$4000 per annum to new converts –
yes there are that many!

•

You can make a donation toward
running a particular camp – each
holiday camp costs us up to $10,000
to run that is currently unfunded

•

the work of Lutanda to the poor and
disadvantaged will continue and
flourish.
So, by this little article, and hopefully
more articles in the future (DV) may you
see that we are slowly achieving our
new/original mission. Please call
1300 692 269 if you want any further
information. Our web site is
lutanda.org.au and our email is
welcome@lutanda.com.au. You can also
find us on facebook and twitter!
Alex Worley

You can leave a legacy in your will to
Lutanda so that by your generosity
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AMOS ADVENTURES!
CATHIE HILLMAN

“I love learning about
Jesus” an Aboriginal girl
whispered in my ear. And
as she did my eyes filled
with tears.

I

n all probability, this 15 year old girl
was going to have to wait another
year to learn about Jesus again. Her
home, Lake Nash an aboriginal
community in remote Northern
Territory, currently has no church
running and certainly no youth group
on a Friday night. There’s no youth
leaders who can teach her how to read
the Bible or what it looks like to walk
with Jesus day in and day out. And this
is why I believe so passionately in the
work of AMOS.
AMOS (Australian Mission Outreach
Support) visits remote Aboriginal
communities all across Australia – the
sort of places, like Lake Nash, where no
one else goes. Through puppets and
drama, songs and stories, they present
the love of Jesus in a relevant,
accessible and incredibly fun way!
Four of us from Warrandyte
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Community Church – Karen, Georgie,
Chloe and I – joined six team members
from Queensland as we trekked from
Brisbane to Uluru in the big red AMOS
bus! We stopped at three Aboriginal
communities running children’s shows
but the focus of our trip was to spend
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Easter at Lake Nash where the
Aboriginal Easter Convention took
place. Hundreds of Aboriginal families
from all over Queensland and the
Northern Territory came to spend
Easter together and we had the
privilege of running the children’s

5
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does when they finish. Do they go to
Darwin or Alice Springs to go to
University? “No,” she replied, “the girls
just get pregnant and have babies”.

program for the weekend. Two
morning programs and three night
programs -at times there were over 200
children and teenagers there!
And boy did we have fun! We laughed
with the kids (and at ourselves!) as we
did the “Jesus Hokey Pokey” and were
refreshed by the smiles and the joy of
children who seem to have so little.
Sure we spent hours in the bus with no
air con and didn’t shower for days BUT

we also learnt the joys of sleeping in a
swag under millions of stars, watching
every sunrise and sunset and we were
continually blown away by the
Australian outback – such a spectacular
part of God’s creation.
Despite the joy we experienced, at
times the sense of hopelessness was
overwhelming. Knowing that the
school in Lake Nash only runs until Year
10, I asked a Year 9 girl what everyone

The challenges in these communities
are real and confronting. And there
certainly are no easy answers. But I do
know, that as we bring the message of
Jesus, we offer a hope unlike any other
and bring light to some very dark
places. God is at work in these
communities. And as we sat praying
with the Christian Aboriginal leaders
on Easter Sunday and that night shared
about the sacrifice Jesus made on the
cross for us, I was reminded again what
an incredible privilege it is to be part of
God’s plan to build His kingdom
amongst Indigenous Australians.
In 2016 we would love to support this
incredible ministry by sending teams
from across our Community Churches
Vic/Tas family. Think you might be
interested? Why not get in contact with
Andi Hillman at Warrandyte
Community Church to find out more.
Email: andi@wcc.org.au

Australian Mission Outreach Support

Come
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MEN IN CRISIS
WARREN MILLS
Men currently face a crisis of identity as
never before in human history.

I

n simpler times, male roles were defined by the use (and
misuse) of advantages such as social privilege, physical
strength, vocational and educational opportunity, and
psychological and emotional dominance.
Massive social and cultural change during the recent
generations has significantly reduced this male advantage
over women. Democracy, mechanisation, education, political
emancipation, the contraceptive pill – all have given feminism
not just a voice, but the means to achieve equality.
Whether or not this goal of equality has actually been
achieved (or possibly overachieved) is a topic for another
time. However, there has undeniably been an enormous
upheaval of gender roles, and as a result of the loss of our
misplaced entitlement, many men are struggling emotionally,
psychologically, spiritually, physically, relationally and
sexually. The extent of our despair is evidenced by deep
disintegration in individual souls, resulting in alienation from
our families and friends, complacency, narcissism, anger,
violence, self-loathing, resignation and suicide. Instead of
seeking the help we so desperately need, we usually deny
that we have a problem and busy ourselves in work, sport,
politics, pleasure and self-medication.
Men need to return to the literary and ethical narrative of
human history, and the teachings of sages and prophets to
rediscover who we are and what our purpose is. Above all, we
have to accept the need to be transformed, renewed and
directed toward an achievable goal that will meet our
deepest needs. This goal is fundamentally based upon
treating each other as we would like to be treated, to which
we must recommit ourselves each day. Anything else is
ethically and logically inconsistent and will always leave us in
despair.
Attempting to reassert our dominance through violence or
abandoning our responsibilities will not work in the long
term. Instead, we each must take the initiative in doing good,
rather than waiting for others to do good to us before we
reciprocate. If the maxim of treating others as we would like
to be treated has any meaning at all, it must begin with those
most important to us.
We must encourage each other as men to equip ourselves to
invest in all our relationships – families, work, sport, politics,
art, education – with all the energy and wisdom we possess.
Most of all, we must encourage, support and celebrate the
women who depend upon us the most – our wives, mothers,
grandmothers, girlfriends, daughters, granddaughters – that
their lives will be enhanced and they will be empowered to
fulfil every potential available to them. This requires an
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application of a man’s acceptance of his accountability to
God, the source of life, love and all things good.
The original allocation of roles and duties, as the Apostle Paul
clarifies many times, requires a man to provide, care for and
protect his wife and family; not to have dominion over them
as he does over the animals and the earth. This is precisely
what Jesus taught when he said, “Love the Lord your God,
with your whole being and love your neighbour as yourself.”
It is an awful error that many Christians have taken Paul’s
commentary and made it into a law to control and dominate
woman, superseding the command of Jesus to love others as
ourselves.
Male characteristics and strengths are abused when men
deny their divine accountability. More than ever before,
women and children need men to fulfil their role as husbands
and fathers, not just to take out the rubbish, but to be men as
Jesus called them to be and to exercise all of the distinctives
of male leadership through service and self-sacrifice,
providing for, nurturing, protecting and encouraging women
to do all the things that men cannot do well, or at all.
The love, respect and God-given authority which we men
desire is not ours by entitlement but by obedience to God. We
are commanded to lay down our lives for our wives, children,
and others.
If we do this, there is an excellent chance that we will
experience the love that we so desperately need; for there is
nothing greater in this world than to love and be loved.
If you wish to know about Bunch of Blokes and how it can
help you, contact Warren Mills on 1300 701 501.

Connect
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CARMICHAEL COLLEGE
SHANE GINN

The vision for Carmichael College arose out of the
successful development and growth of Mueller College
at Rothwell, Queensland. It was decided to expand this
model of education westward to the growth corridor
and future residential catchment areas of the Moreton
Bay Regional Council district.

I

n 2002, planning began with the
purchase of a plot of land (approx.
14.5 ha.) on Oakey Flat Road,
Morayfield, for the purpose of
establishing another campus of Mueller
College. It was to be called Carmichael
College in honour of a remarkable
humanitarian and Christian, Amy
Carmichael, who worked in South India
a century ago improving the lives of
disadvantaged children. It was the
hope of the Directors of Mueller College
Ltd that Carmichael College would
emulate Amy Carmichael’s ‘servant
leadership’ example.
The developing body and owner of the
school is a charity, Interseed
Foundation, whose objects include
humanitarian services, school
construction and provision of education
services. The Directors of Interseed
Foundation comprise the leadership of
both Mueller and Creekside Community
Churches. It was envisaged from the
outset that Carmichael College would
provide both Primary and Secondary
Education when it was completed,
becoming autonomous from Mueller

8

College when it was fully capable of
doing so. The intention for Carmichael
College is to be a beacon in the
community, with a strong commitment
to family pastoral care and training.
Provisional accreditation was granted in
2007 by the Non-state Schools
Accreditation Board in anticipation of its
commencement. Owing to oppressive
zoning issues, the initial attempt at
development in 2007 was considerably
delayed until a breakthrough occurred
in 2014 allowing construction to begin.
The topography of the land provided
many challenges, but creative design
and respect of environmental concerns
has allowed productive use of the
property to facilitate its intended goals.
The first students were enrolled in
January 2015, comprising 77 in number,
ranging from Prep to Year 6. Excellent
facilities and scope for growth portend
an exciting future for the school to
deliver a quality, Christian education in
a high demand area. In 2016,
Carmichael College will undergo more
building work to extend the current
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building to four more classrooms and
one multipurpose room. Two Prep
classes will also begin in 2016.
A unique ministry arrangement exists
currently, involving Creekside
Community Church (overseeing
pastoral care of staff, students and
families and development of creative
evangelistic opportunities), Mueller
College (overseeing education with
accredited provider status) and
Interseed Foundation (responsible for
financial, industrial, HR and
infrastructure issues). The latter entity, a
charity with DGR status and various
exemptions, seeks to develop more
Christian schools in the future based on
this model of being a ministry of a local
church, whether it be a new plant or
otherwise established church.
After the initial few years, it is
anticipated that Carmichael College will
not only have its own accreditation but
will be able to operate autonomously in
its own right. As it progressively carves
out its own identity, Carmichael College
will remain committed to ensuring
excellent education with a Christian
world view, intentional pastoral care
and a connected community attracting
people to Christ.
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ENGAGE 2016
CCCAUST NATIONAL CONFERENCE #5

We extend an invitation to
all member churches to
join us at Camp Clayton in
the beautiful seaside
location of Ulverstone,
Tasmania.

A

n opportunity to “live‐in” with
Christians from across our nation
who share a similar heritage and
desire to proclaim and live the gospel of
Jesus Christ in a post‐modern society.
The objective of the conference is to
empower and equip the church to
ENGAGE the unchurched in a practical
way, and with wisdom and
discernment. The teaching targets GenX
and GenY but is relevant for all ages.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

Trinity Theological Seminary and
Spurgeons College. He is the author of
sixteen books including A New Kind of
Living, The Quest for True Tolerance,
Discipline with Care, A Bloke’s Guide to
Walking with Jesus and Learning to Lead
(co-authored with David Clarkson). He is
married to Debbie and they have two
daughters and a son. His hobbies
include motorbikes, football, reading
and MMA

DR STEPHEN MCQUOID Engaging Community

DAVID WRAIGHT - Engaging and
Empowering Young People

The General
Director of GLO
Europe, based
in Motherwell,
Stephen has
taught at Tilsley
College since
1990 and travels
widely with an
itinerant teaching ministry. He is an
elder at Liberty Community Church, a
church he helped to plant. Stephen’s
studies have been focused in theology
and the history of Christian thought,
firstly at Belfast Bible College, then

David is the
Director of
Ministry and
Mission for
Christian
Community
Churches in
Victoria and
Tasmania
(CCCVaT). Along with serving and
supporting local church leaders and
communities David also devotes some
of his time to mentoring and coaching
global ministry leaders and assisting
mission organisations to navigate
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change and renewal. Prior to his current
role with CCCVaT David served as the
International President of Youth for
Christ and for ten years resided with his
wife Jenny in Denver Colorado. He is the
author of two books: The Next Wave
which describes how the world can be
reached through empowering young
people; and Kingdom Come which
explores what happens—or what
should happen—when God’s Kingdom
comes in a person’s life, in the Church
and in the world. David and Jenny have
three children and four grandchildren
and are members of Warrandyte
Community Church.

ROWENA REYNOLDS - Engaging
without striving
Rowena is the
Faculty Head of
Social Science,
Counselling
and Pastoral
Care at Emmaus
Bible College.
In concert with
her administrative and academic responsibilities,
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Rowena lectures in the degrees she heads. In addition to
teaching Rowena is registered as a clinical counsellor and
works as the staff and student counsellor. Following the
completion of her Masters Degree in Pastoral Care and
Counselling Rowena undertook postgraduate studies in
Psychology and engaged in research regarding burnout in
ministers in her honours degree. This continues to be a core
area of interest and undergirds her efforts to educate and
equip ministers, chaplains and counsellors in the Bible
College environment. Rowena is a keen sailor and an avid
fan of the South Sydney Rabbitohs. She currently resides on
Dangar Island in the Hawkesbury River with her husband
David.

In addition to the keynote addresses there are a
number of ENGAGE workshops which include:
•

Stephen McQuoid The uniqueness and importance of
the Bible in a pluralistic world

•

David Wraight Cultural Christianity vs Kingdom Values

•

Rowena Reynolds Understanding the importance of
culture, community and context in the 21st Century

•

Tim Dyer Healthy leadership practices for healthy
churches

•

Devonport Chaplaincy School chaplaincy

•

Sports Chaplaincy Australia Sports Chaplaincy

To book your place go to
www.cccaustnationalconference.org.au

10
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ETHNIC EVANGELICAL OPPORTUNITIES
SHANE GINN

As our society becomes
increasingly multicultural
there is a real opportunity
to reach out to various
ethnic groups within our
communities.

T

he following is an example of an
attempt by Mueller Community
Church (MCC) to evangelise the
Filipino community in our area.
The Filipino ministry started around 12
years ago with the effort of a Filipino
member of MCC to befriend, wherever
possible, Filipino folk encountered
randomly from day to day. This occurred
and still does, in the street, at shopping
centres, parks and community events.
Usually phone numbers are exchanged
and visits follow. Friendships are
steadily forged and some agree to be
part of regularly-held Bible study
groups.
As a result over 100 families have been
befriended and to varying extents,
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many have become part of the church
fellowship. A number have become
Christians and the average Sunday
church service attendance is now
around 40.
The process has been helped
significantly by the appointment of a
fulltime Filipino worker. Filipino folk
thrive on fellowship, food, fun and
music. Hence we have regular
community fellowship events such as
picnic outings, “gatherings” at MCC and
numerous birthdays. We seek to share
our lives with the community and there
are many opportunities to help in
practical ways, including helping
newcomers to settle in.
Last Christmas – New Year period we
held a camp near Mt Warning with up
to 40 attending. Bible studies were
given by Filipino Pastor John Castillo
who together with his wife spent two
months with us helping out. Christmas
Carolling was also especially enjoyed
and appreciated as many homes were
visited and the gospel shared to many
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non-believers.
A number of our Filipino men are here
on 4-year work visas and leave their
families back in the Philippines. They are
very appreciative of help and fellowship
here and most attend Bible studies.
We try to integrate the Filipino
community with the whole MCC church
community. However there is still
generally a significant language barrier.
Mueller College has also provided a
great opportunity to connect with
many Filipino families. There are
currently more than 40 Filipino students
at Mueller. This facilitates regular
contact with such families. The gospel
outreach from Mueller College has also
been fruitful in the lives of these
students and their families.
A small core group meet together
weekly for prayer. We have been
amazed at how God has worked – He
continually encourages us!
To God be the glory!
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GRACEWEST BIBLE CHURCH
MARTIN ROGERS
GraceWest Bible Church,
Melbourne, started as a
church plant from Grace
Community Bible Church
in April 2010.

A

fter a few months we moved into
the Hillside Community Centre,
where we remained for the next
four years. GraceWest grew steadily, and
we eventually outgrew the Community
Centre, but still had no idea where God
would lead us. We continued to trust
Him and to pray.
After three years, Peter, a leader at the
Slovak Baptist Church in Albion
approached us. This church had also
been faithfully preaching God’s Word
(although they had done so for around
40 years), but the congregation was by
then elderly and they wanted another
likeminded church to merge with them.
Their church building is heritage listed,
and was transported from the
Broadmeadows Army Barracks to its
present site in 1919, when the Sunshine
Baptist Church began meeting in it. The
Slovaks bought the site from the Baptist
Union in 1973, and have been meeting
as an independent church ever since.
When we first met them, the Slovak
people held their services each week in
the adjacent church hall, as the original
building was very decrepit and run
down. When I mentioned that we would
love to meet with them but lacked the
necessary funds to restore the old
building, Peter assured me that they had
funds in hand. So we began planning
the restoration process.

We worked closely with the council
heritage officer, ensuring compliance as
we drew up plans and started work. And
there were many tasks that needed to
be carried out! Professionals came in to
remove the external asbestos cladding,
we ripped up the worn out original
flooring to give access to the stumps
that needed renewing, we installed a
new steel roof, removed, renewed and
repainted the outside walls including
the sash windows, and laid concrete
around the building. Inside we removed
the plaster, fitted insulation then
re-plastered and painted the inside
walls, repaired the inside ceiling where
needed, installed timber beams to
support lighting and ceiling fans, hung
curtains, moved one internal wall
slightly to accommodate the piano, and
reconditioned the two anterior rooms,
one of which is now the pastor’s office.
This work was completed on November
30, 2014, when the churches merged.
However, the building process was not
yet completed. Still under the guidance
of the heritage officer at the council, we
then began the process of extending
the original building around the back.
This new part of the building now
includes a foyer area, new toilets, a
kitchenette, a multi-purpose meeting
room and a cry-room off the main
church which can be opened up as an
overflow area.

By God’s grace the church continues to
grow. We now have around 120 meeting
with us each Sunday morning. We have
a Sunday School, with various Bible
Study groups throughout the week, and
Youth Group on Friday nights. We run
‘Fundamentals of the Faith’ studies as
needed, along with one-to-one
discipleship. We regularly carry out
evangelism including handing out tracts
most weeks in the local area, and street
preaching in the Melbourne CBD.
Every Sunday following the service, we
enjoy a meal together. A number of uni
students now join us each Sunday. They
not only enjoy the food, but we have
built friendships with them and shared
the gospel with them. We have over 23
different nationalities represented in our
church, and when we celebrated our 5th
Anniversary earlier this year, we invited
each nationality to ‘show-off’ their food
specialties. The tables were laden with
magnificent food from across the world.
God has honoured the preaching of His
Word, and we give all the glory to Him!
Join us if you are in the area. The church
is located at 16 Sydney St (corner Ridley
St), Albion. We have a prayer-meeting at
9:30, followed by a two-hour church
service at 10am, which includes Sunday
school for primary-aged kids during the
sermon. There is also a service in the
Slovak language at 5pm.

We praise God that he provided all the
necessary funds, and we were able to
complete all these works and yet remain
debt-free. The church now has seating
for around 130 with an extra 30
available in the cry-room if needed.
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