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As a teenager, I would
cringe whenever the church
would announce that it
was going to run an
evangelism training day,
sporting the latest tools for
the trade. As a son of an
elder in the church, I was
expected to be there and
participate in the program.
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I

would spend a day at the church
being trained by gifted evangelists
on how to use the “4 Spiritual Laws,”
then live in fear and trepidation for the
next week, as I was expected to use the
material somehow and report back on
the results.
Most of the “opportunities” were forced
and well quite devastating for myself
and the person I forced myself upon.
Most people were gracious and listened

but had no interest in what I was
peddling. One morning as I sat on the
train trying to work up the courage to
start a conversation with the man
beside me, a young girl walked into the
carriage announced that she had a
message for everyone on the train. In a
bold but nervous wavering voice she
stood clinging to the seats beside her as
the train rocked and rolled and
emphatically told everyone they were
sinners and that they would be going to
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On my recent mission trip to
Cambodia I was struck again by
the overwhelming hospitality
offered by those who had
almost nothing.

T

hey offer their
homes, their
time, their
food, and their love
without question. The
generosity of the
poor seems often to
exceed that of the
rich, which in that
context includes
myself. Why is that? It seems that those who
have less in life have a lighter hold on things
of this world and are therefore freer with
their time and resources, being more likely
to give. The generosity of the Cambodian
Christians is impacting their country for
Christ. Is ours?
While God calls us to give generously of our
resources, we are also called to give
generously of our time. True hospitality
includes the gift of both. In Australia, while
giving generously of what we have will have
some impact, giving generously of our time
will, I believe, impact more. With the ever
increasing pace of the life in Australia, and
the unceasing demand placed on us, we cry
out that we are busy and time poor, and
have little time for others. Is this causing the
demise of true Christian hospitality? Is the
busyness we now wear as a badge,
hindering our effectiveness for Christ?
If the gospel is relational, and it is, then
offering time and hospitality to others must
be one of the best gifts we can offer. Perhaps
we need a hospitality revolution, where
Christians intentionally free up more time to
develop authentic community. What if we
and our churches were marked by a
welcoming embrace that is like the father of
the prodigal son, always open and extremely
generous? This would I think express the
gospel in rich ways, to a society that needs
time to stop and reflect. It needs us to stop,
be still, and offer our time generously.
David Smith
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
hell if they did not repent and
follow Jesus. As quickly as she
arrived she left, leaving a carriage of
bewildered train travelers. Over the
next few weeks she appeared on
numerous occasions with the same
message. There was no blinding
light, no-one got on their knees and
sought God's forgiveness. In fact,
people mocked her and her
message. As I considered what had
happened I was at first angry that
she had made it more difficult for
me to share with the people beside
me, but as I thought about it, my
process was no different. Ambush
someone and retreat with a sense
of fulfillment that I had completed a
mission. Neither approach really
shared God's love and neither
method was particularly helpful to
anyone.
I was really discouraged and
decided that evangelism was for
the gifted only and thus not for me.
In my mid 20’s our church started
looking at and assessing
individuals’ spiritual gifts. What a
relief, my bottom three gifts on the
list were mercy, evangelism and
martyr. (Was glad about the last
one, who would want that at the
top of their list). Another excuse to
leave it to the gifted.
In my 30’s I came across four verses
that reinvigorated my desire to
share the good news about my
Lord,
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Now I say to you that you are Peter
(which means 'rock'), and upon this
rock I will build my church, and all
the powers of hell will not conquer
it. (Matthew 16:18)
And when he comes, he will
convict the world of its sin, and of
God's righteousness, and of the
coming judgment. The world’s sin is
that it refuses to believe in me.
(John 16:8-9)
But how can they call on him to save
them unless they believe in him?
And how can they believe in him if
they have never heard about him?
And how can they hear about him
unless someone tells them? And
how will anyone go and tell them
without being sent? That is why the
Scriptures say, “How beautiful are
the feet of messengers who bring
good news!” (Romans 10:14-15)
I was surprised to see that it was
Jesus’ job to build the church, the
Spirit’s job to bring conviction to
sinners and my job to tell the good
news. What a relief that was. I didn’t
need clever words, or to make
people feel guilty of sin. I just got to
share with my friends what I loved
about being a follower of Jesus.
Then I found a great verse that told
me that God had placed me here, in
this time at this location on purpose
to serve him. It wasn’t an accident
that I was here with the people
around me.
He is the God who made the world
and everything in it. Since he is Lord
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of heaven and earth, he doesn't live in
man-made temples, and human hands
can't serve his needs for he has no needs.
He himself gives life and breath to
everything, and he satisfies every need.
From one man he created all the
nations throughout the whole earth.
He decided beforehand when they
should rise and fall, and he determined
their boundaries. (Acts 17:24-26)
These verses brought freedom, it
removed the feeling of performance
and guilt. It became a joy to share Jesus
at the right time with the people I
worked with and socialised with.
At our last SIU Conference ("Empowered
for Mission"), Darrell Bock gave a very
powerful talk on how we can be
culturally relevant in today's changing
society. How do we show others that
Jesus is the real answer? Two of our
younger men shared how they live for
Jesus in the work place and in life
generally. Jacob’s message had a great
impact on me, pulling together my life’s
learning about evangelism, and
simplifying it into a simple and freeing
expression of love for my Lord. As his

pretext he used the following selfexplanatory verses.
Be careful to live properly among your
unbelieving neighbours. Then even if
they accuse you of doing wrong, they
will see your honourable behaviour, and
they will give honour to God when he
judges the world. (1 Peter 2:12)
Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord
of your life. And if someone asks about
your hope as a believer, always be ready
to explain it. (1 Peter 3:15)
Jacob shared that they had challenged
their church to consider being
purposeful with the following areas of
life. Who do we
•
•
•
•

Eat with?
Work with?
Celebrate with?
Recreate with?

Who do we share our time with and do
we chose to do life with friends who are
unbelievers? He suggested once we
spend time with people, then we should
• Listen to their stories
• Bless them where the opportunity

arises by sharing what a difference
Jesus has made in our lives when
it fits into their story.
Interestingly, as I look back over my life,
I did have many conversations with
people about Jesus in the work place, in
my home and on the sporting field, in a
natural and engaging way and some of
these people accepted Jesus as their
saviour but I never saw it as evangelism
as it occurred naturally and flowed out
of normal everyday life conversations.
A copy of the recordings from the SIU
conference are available for download
at the CCCAust(NSW) website at
www.cccaustnsw.com/
conferences/ConfDownload
As it happens, I have new neighbours
who moved in a couple of months ago.
We had tea with them the other
evening and have started a friendship.
My neighbour works for the air force
and sports a tattoo claiming “Freedom
Comes at a Price”. Just waiting for the
right time to hear that story and see if
we have opportunity to share our story.
Bradley Scott

CHILDSAFE RISK MANAGEMENT
PAUL GOULD
Eighteen Churches are now
using CCCAust endorsed
Child Safe Australia Safety
Management Online System
to manage their children’s
activities.

and retain records of such and as
Christians we have a duty of care not
only to the children but also to the paid
workers and volunteers that serve these
activities to protect them. So let’s lead
the way and adopt this risk
management system before it’s made
mandatory.

I

CONTACTS

t is a hierarchal based system with a
state based administrator able to
appoint coordinators at church level,
who in turn can appoint team leaders
that manage children’s activities with
team members, who they are able to
appoint.
There are over 100 persons now
registered on the system managing or
undertaking children’s activities. The
registered person’s and activity records
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cannot be deleted ensuring they remain
viewable in the future. Each level has it’s
own training program which can be
undertaken online and the system offers
access to numerous resources including
a child protection policy.

New South Wales + ACT: Brad Scott
Queensland: Shane Ginn
South Australia: Jeff Spencer
Tasmania: Jenny Wraight or Paul Gould
Victoria: Jenny Wraight or Paul Gould
Western Australia: David Shaw

It is expected that all organisations
undertaking children’s activities will at
some stage be legally required to create

Connect
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CHILDREN FOLLOWING THE REAL JESUS
WENDY STRACHAN
A couple of years ago, I
shared coffee with a
woman I’ve known since
she was a baby. Three
months earlier, her
newborn had not made it
past the first few days of
his fragile life. As we
chatted, she said
something like: When we
were kids, we were told –
or at least given the
impression – that Jesus
would make everything
OK. I would trust him and
pray to him, and he’d look
after me. It’s wrong.

I

’m afraid that we had sold my friend
short when she was a child. We had
underestimated her capacity to
follow the real Jesus. We didn’t mean to
do it. But I wonder if we unintentionally
fail children by offering them a
diminished version of Jesus that we
think is ‘enough’. We can easily ignore
the words of Jesus who told us that we
adults need to learn from the faith of
children rather than vice versa – and
instead we give them a diluted, ‘childsized’ version, a shadow of who the real
Jesus is. And we sell Jesus short too.
The Jesus that we present to children is
a person who longs to be their Saviour
and their friend. Both those aspects are
essential – the starting point for any
child to come into a relationship with
God. Every child deserves to know that
the forgiveness that Jesus’ death and
resurrection makes possible will bring
them into God’s family forever; and that
no matter what they might do that is
wrong, he will not exclude them from
that family. And every child deserves to
know that Jesus will walk with them
every day through his Spirit.

4

“He did no miracles but He healed them.” - James Tissot

We encourage children to follow Jesus –
and rightly so. But what does it mean to
follow this man who is the visible
expression of the invisible God? Following Jesus is not a warm fuzzy feeling,
and Jesus is not meek-and-mild. His
expectations of his followers are high –
even for children. Following him comes
at a cost because the world in which
children live is broken. We need to paint
the broader biblical picture of Jesus so
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that children are not left with an
incomplete picture that does not equip
them for the real world they live in.

Jesus sympathised with those
who felt lost and confused.
His heart went out to the crowds of
ordinary people who felt helpless and
harassed, like sheep without anyone to
care for them or direct them back. If we
follow Jesus, we learn to recognise the
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voice of the Good Shepherd even when
it seems distant - and we discover that
we can trust him whatever happens.
And we feel compassion for those who
feel lost.

Jesus is the one who stood up
against those who try to take
advantage of ‘smaller’ people.
Whether it was the money-changers in
the temple, or the Pharisees who were
heaping unnecessary rules on people,
Jesus was never afraid to speak out on
behalf of others. He is on our side if we
are bullied. If we follow Jesus, we are on
the side of those who are bullied.

Jesus gave courage to people in
dangerous and scary situations.
The disciples were in awe of Jesus in the
storm - he was unlike anyone else they
had ever met and gave Peter courage to
act differently even when it was scary. If
we follow Jesus, it doesn’t mean that
there is no danger – but he will give us
courage equal to what confronts us and
rescue us when our discouragements
overwhelm us.

Jesus didn’t push and shove to
get the best for himself.
When the disciples jostled for position,
Jesus taught by word and lifestyle, that
position doesn’t matter. If we follow
Jesus, we follow him into a life of
unselfishness.

Jesus expects the truth.
He is truth; he said that our words
should be true; he boldly spoke truth.
If we follow Jesus, we tell the truth and
we stand up for what is true – because it
matters.

Jesus understood what it feels
like to be attacked for no
apparent reason.
When he was beaten, he said nothing.
If we follow Jesus, we understand we
cannot always defend ourselves. And
we take seriously his warning that some
will laugh at us, lie about us – maybe
even persecute us. This is a cost of
following.

Jesus knew that sometimes it
seems like the bad people win
and evil flourishes.
If we follow Jesus, we hold firm to God’s
promise that evil will be defeated – his
resurrection proved that. God wins.
This is the multi-dimensional Jesus
children will not grow out of. It is no
easy path to choose but child-followers
are not on their own. They join other
Christians of all generations who
encourage one another, bear one
another’s burdens, learn from one
another’s mistakes, forgive one another
– and together seek to be ‘light in the
world’ so that people will see our good
deeds and will praise our heavenly
Father (Matthew 5:16).

,
SUPER THA
THATT S
CHANGING THE WORLD
WORLD
KE A DIFFERENCE

Jesus defended people who felt
‘pushed out’.
It’s easy to be afraid because of what
others might think of us. Jesus cared
about people who felt this way – those
excluded by their communities (those
with leprosy), those in trouble (the
woman with the bleeding), those living
with disability. If we follow Jesus, we
befriend those who are different; we
stand up for them when others push
them away.

Jesus understood that friends let
you down.
All his disciples deserted Jesus at the
time when he most needed them. He
could have turned his back on them but
instead he forgave, and reinstated them
as friends. If we follow Jesus, we will be
generous with forgiveness.
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Join the award winning industry fund that’s
changing the world through ethical investing.
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HELPING OTHERS REVEALS THE ATTITUDE
OF THE HEART EDWARD LALABALU
Our act of kindness and
charity towards others,
stands as a crucial mark of
our discipleship and Jesus
reminds us of that in the
Gospel of Matthew.
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came and looked after me.”
(Matthew 25:35-36 )

B

ut the question is always asked,
“When did we know the person
was in need?” And for many of us
in the church, how do we connect to
those in need?
Hands & Feet ministry, based in
Blacktown, helps us connect to those in
need. It feeds the homeless on Friday
nights, distributes food through the
churches to families in need, supplies
breakfast to 15 schools for children who
come to school without having
breakfast, distributes clothes to the
homeless, helps build schools in India
for the underprivileged, sends
containers of food and building
material for those affected by cyclones
like in Fiji, and also partners on various
projects with churches in Asia and
Africa to help the poor in those
societies.
How we treat others reveals the state of
our relationship with Jesus because
how we treat others reveals the attitude
of the heart. When we, as a church, are
in a right relationship with God through
Jesus Christ, filled with his Spirit, serving
His cause, we will be unaware that our
goodness, our kindness, our
faithfulness, or gentleness towards
others is anything other than natural.
By getting your church involved in
Hands & Feet, it helps the congregation
to have compassion and mercy towards
the stranger, towards the homeless, to
families struggling in our communities,
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and maybe showing the love of Christ
may lead some to a saving faith in Jesus
Christ. (1 John 4:19) “We love because
he first loved us.”
Do we as a church have any concern for
those less fortunate in our communities?
If not, why not? Proverbs 19:17 states
“He who is kind to the poor lends to the
Lord.” Getting involved with Hands &
Feet ministry helps your church connect
with the community and become aware
of those in need.
Do we as a church have “closed” hands
that say everything I have is “mine”? Or
do we as a church have an “open” hand,
wishing to express the generous love of
Christ? An open hand to families who
are struggling very often leads to
ministering to their spiritual needs.
Opportunities are all around to share
the love of God with others. But open
hands also require feet that actually
take us to the less fortunate. We must
take on the role of servanthood,
becoming willing to make local needs
an important aspect of our church life.

Contact Hands & Feet today and get
your church involved in this inspiring
and effective ministry.
Immediate opportunities are available:
•

Sorting in the warehouse Monday to
Friday 9.00am-4.30pm.

•

Drivers to drive 3 tonne truck to pick
up supplies Monday to Friday.

•

School distribution on Monday.

•

Packing food for the homeless
Friday from 3.00pm.

•

City Evangelism feeding the poor,
Friday from 6.00pm to 11.00pm.

Hands & Feet
2/16 Forge Street
Blacktown NSW 2148
Contact Joe Brown 0423 739 945
If you have a heart to replicate this
ministry in your state, contact us and
we’d love to work with you to get it
started.
Edward Lalabalu

With open hands, we become the
visible expression of God’s mercy and
kindness. By allowing our feet to be led
by Him, we become the visible
expression of the outreach of the loving
Father in the gracious ministry of His
Son.

Connect
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CCCAUST WEBSITE UPGRADE
CCCAUST.ORG
How does this website upgrade help you, your church and your community?

T

he site has been restructured
under helpful headings to meet
specific requirements.

The main menu is now:
Home: Our welcome page
Find a Church: Enter a Postcode or
Suburb and you’ll find a list of
churches in the surrounding area.
When you chose a church, it displays
the contact details, address and
service times of the selected church (if
they have been supplied).
What’s On: This takes you to the State
sites and provides a selection of
National and State run activities and
conferences.
Newsletter: Here you can download
past issues of Connect magazine.
Community Services: This area is
written to connect with the general
public. If someone is looking for a
school or campsite, they’ll see what
services our churches offer the
community. We cover topics such as
Social Justice, Youth, Marriage, Aged
Care, Camping, Schools, Counselling.
Helping Churches: Services provided
to churches to help them grow,
evangelise or do their administration.
This area includes helps such as
1. Conferences (International / National
and State based)
2. Education: Learning opportunities
such as our Bible Colleges.
3. State Networks: Links to what’s
happening in the different States.
4. Evangelism: Connects to mission
based groups who help our
churches. This includes training
opportunities, administration, and
parachurch organisations.
5. Church Admin: We have negotiated
a number of deals to help churches
meet their admin requirements
including
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a. A group Insurance policy for
churches (making Insurance
cheaper for churches)
b. Group CCLI License policy
(Making Copyright cheaper for
churches)
c. Policies: Helping churches
conform to Government rules.
We are excited by the new WHS
policy due for release in coming
months.
6. Prayer: If you need support, we
can pray for you. Use this page to
send us your prayer requests.

9. Downloads: Missed one of our
National Conferences, checkout
the download page to catch up on
the teaching.
10. Handbook: Each year we
produce a new handbook. You
should receive an email each
December asking you to update
your details. Anyone who would
like to sponsor the handbook can
contact us through this page
also.
We hope you find the new website
helpful and easier to use. Check it out
today at cccaust.org.

7. Job Vacancies: A growing number
of churches use this site to
advertise vacant positions in their
churches. CCM (Our Schooling
group) will be advertising position
for their school on our site also.
8. Finances: Need a loan to extend
your church building. Find out
where to do this on this page.
Please note: Stewards now have
an online banking system that
helps churches access their money
better. Not banking with Stewards,
check it out.

Connect
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FIT FOR PURPOSE
DR LEONARD SMITH

PRINCIPAL EMMAUS BIBLE COLLEGE

There is a plethora of
Christian writing
regarding purpose in life.
Throughout generations
people have been seeking
answers to questions
relating to purpose.

S

imilarly in current business, and
society in general there is a
recognised need for individuals
and organisations to have a mission, a
focused purpose.
The very response to every question
asked of a child at Sunday School is
Jesus, and similarly perhaps the answer
for an adult regarding purpose is love.
While we recognise that a rote answer is
not what deep learning or inquiry seeks,

CCM
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY MINISTRIES LTD
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simplistically the two go hand in hand.
It is a foundational truth so simple it is
almost impossible to comprehend.
Purpose is found in Jesus and Jesus is
synonymous with love.
Within society today, the term ‘fit for
purpose’ generally means that the
person or product is well able to do or
achieve what it was designed or states it
is capable of doing. It is a term used in
business and trade with references
made in common law and fair-trading.
The online Oxford Dictionary provides
the definition (of an institution, facility,
etc.) well equipped or well suited for its
designated role or purpose.
In higher education perhaps a deeper
organisational investigation regards
both ‘Fitness of Purpose’ and ‘Fitness for
Purpose’. It is an inquiry seeking an
answer to the questions “Is what we are
doing an appropriate thing to do?” and
“Are we able to achieve what we are
seeking to achieve?” (Shaw, 2014, p. 33)

Emmaus/ACCS we investigated our
response to the question of Fitness of
Purpose and Fitness for Purpose. As a
staff we attempted to look honestly and
deeply at these two terms and their
implications for our organisation. If we
accept, knowing what God is seeking us
to do at this point in time is a
determinant of fitness we examined this
in the broad context of Christian
education and our current practices and
intent.
We determined that as a Christian
educational community one of our
main functions is to equip a diverse
range of peoples through Bible,
theological or social sciences training.
The ideal outcome of our activities in
the first instance is to train, educate,
and adequately equip Christians for

In applying these two terms to
Emmaus/Australian College of Christian
Studies we ask ourselves, “What do we
believe that God is seeking us to do at
College at this time in history? “ and
“What is required in order for us to
achieve this?
An effective education program must
first understand, why it exists – in other
words, a fit purpose. When this fit
purpose is established, the institution
and its curriculum should be shaped to
best fit that purpose.
We read in Matt 16:1-3,
The Pharisees and Sadducees came to
Jesus and tested him by asking him to
show them a sign from heaven.
He replied, “When evening comes, you
say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is
red,’ and in the morning, ‘Today it will be
stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’
You know how to interpret the
appearance of the sky, but you cannot
interpret the signs of the times.
Just as Jesus was telling the Pharisees
and Sadducees that they need to able
to interpret the signs of the times,
likewise, knowing what God is seeking
us to do at this point in time by
interpreting the signs of the times
assists Fitness for Purpose.
Recently at a staff training session at
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service. We are firmly convinced,
however, that learning has not taken
place until applied and therefore, from
further consideration we determined
the ultimate goal is not merely to equip
Christians but to equip them as leaders
in order for them to serve the church.
The Scriptures make it very clear that
the ultimate goal of all we are and do as
individuals and as a church is to
participate in the Missio Dei: to work
and to serve for the extension of the
kingdom of God and the proclamation
in word and deed of Christ as Lord
(Gibson, 2012).
We as Christian educators, given the
diversity of our students, therefore aim
to equip leaders for a diversity of fields
of operation and service. An extended

SHORT TERM MISSION
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aim in equipping individuals for
ministry within churches and
organisations where our graduates
might serve is that the churches or
ministries in turn, have a lasting impact
in the broader communities in which
they are placed to serve.
It is difficult to establish a direct cause
and effect relationship. However, we
aim to try and devise tools that will help
us assess the contribution of our
graduates in the enhancement of the
ministries of churches into becoming
more effective in their communities in
order to inform our curriculum and
scope. It is about a process, training in
order to be fit for purpose, first at a
personal level then on through to a
community for impact in the broader
community in which we find ourselves
serving.
Theological higher education
traditionally has been presented on the
“four silos” of Bible, Theology, History
and Ministerial/Pastoral Studies (Shaw,
2014). It would appear that this model
might not adequately assist students to
address the challenges facing the
twenty-first century global church
unless it demonstrates relevance to the
particular culture they are attempting
to impact.
Shaw, (2014) presented the Arab Baptist
Theological Seminary profile of the
ideal graduate. They list characteristics
under the headings of:
• Cognitively, a mind committed to
reflective practice;
• Affectively, a heart of love for God
and others, and
• Behaviourally, hands of servant
leadership for the empowering of
God's people.
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They want to do all of this in order to
empower people to lead according to
the mission statement of the church in
the Arab world (Shaw, 2014). That is
wonderful. They reflect on the past and
then cater for the present and for their
hope in the future. We can learn from
this.
We consider those who understand the
times lead the way. Whether it is leading
a blue-chip company or a God
honouring ministry seeking to influence
people for Christ the challenge is the
same, to know the culture and discover
the best way to reach that culture. This
concept is not new as throughout the
Bible, just as the children of Issachar,
who were men who had understanding
of the times, to know what Israel ought
to do… (1 Chronicles 12:32) assisted
David.
Shaw (2014, p.21) presented a model of
Fitness for Purpose, which
demonstrates an expanded view of
much of our thinking. Titled Titled “The
pilgrimage of faithful men and women,”
he presented a continuum of growth,
which he suggested should inform and
shape the curriculum for equipping
Christian leaders.
The ongoing phase, being that students
become ‘effective men and women for
an effective church. Shaw then asked
what that might look like within a
particular context. The approach is
applicable beyond theological
education to churches themselves.
• What is the ideal church in our
context?

Perhaps the three questions revisited
from time to time might go a long way
to determine a local church’s Fitness for
Purpose.
The expanded view of Fitness for
Purpose is helpful as it provides
connectivity. It assists in strengthening
the thinking that we are part of a bigger
whole. We are one of the many
branches of the vine. The simple child
like faith foundations remain, our
ultimate purpose is to love and why,
because of Jesus. If we love him we will
do as he endorsed, which is to:
Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind”; and,
“Love your neighbour as yourself.” Jesus
added. “Do this and you will live”.
(Luke 10:27-28)
In the past, our neighbours in far away
places, were reached by a few, however,
today, people throughout the world can
be reached, encouraged, supported and
taught by both direct and media
connections. As a theological college
with a diverse student cohort our prayer
is that future, well-equipped leaders will
‘go into the world’ in love to serve Jesus.
We live in challenging and exciting
times. May we continue to examine
ourselves individually and collectively in
the substance of Jesus’ love for us to
ensure through His grace we remain ‘Fit
for Purpose’.
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ENGAGE
GRAEME SMITH
Care at Emmaus Bible College. She has
seen many people in ministry who are
burnt out well before their kingdom
work is complete. She taught on how to
engage without striving while
highlighting the signs of burnout and
fatigue in ministry. Those who are
constantly available and giving out to
others need to monitor themselves to
ensure they are OK.
Workshops were designed to inspire
delegates to use tools within their own
churches that would assist in
connecting with their community.
Stephen McQuoid, David Wraight and
Rowena Reynolds gave additional
insight from their keynote teaching.
Additional workshop sessions included:
Tim Dyer on healthy leadership
practices for healthy churches; Jenny
Wraight on children and family
ministries; Brad Scott on Hands & Feet
Sydney and International; Steve
Stubbings on sports chaplaincy; Seaton
Pendlebury, Caleb Smith and Sam Dyer
on targeted youth programs.

During April 2016 the
Christian Community
Churches of Australia held
their biennial National
Conference at Camp
Clayton in Tasmania.

T

hree hundred Christians from
every state in Australia,
representing 42 churches,
enjoyed a weekend of teaching,
worship, fellowship and fun with each
other. This was an opportunity to
“live‐in” with Christians from across our
nation who share a similar heritage and
desire to proclaim and live the gospel of
Jesus Christ in a post‐modern society.
11 local churches who are the “owners”
of the camp site were also represented.
The objective of the conference was to
empower and equip the church to
ENGAGE the unchurched. The program
was targeted on teaching to GenX and
GenY while still making it relevant for all
ages. It was our desire to equip our
churches to be ENGAGED with their
COMMUNITIES in a practical way, to
understand the CULTURE of our society
and to express the gospel in a relevant
CONTEXT which requires wisdom and
discernment.
Stephen Mcquoid is the General
Director of GLO Europe. He taught how
to model family in an unfriendly
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neighbourhood and took teaching from
1 Peter. As individuals we are the living
breathing church and as aliens and
strangers within our society we need to
follow our calling by being a friend to
the lonely – after all we are priests. He
encouraged us to love and accept those
whose lives are different to ours and be
instrumental in accepting people into
our churches.
David Wraight is the Director of Ministry
and Mission for CCCVaT. He engaged
and empowered our young people to
use their energy for the kingdom, to be
creative and be courageous in their
faith. On the opening night he gave a
challenge to the youth to find a mentor
who would “caddy” for them. Over 50
youth were prepared to make a stand
and be counted for Jesus. David
provided many inspiring stories of
young people that have changed their
nation and their leaders because of
their faith.
Rowena Reynolds is the Faculty Head of
Social Science, Counselling and Pastoral
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While the “oldies” were able to relax
during and after the sessions and catch
up with new and old friends, the youth
and children had targeted activities to
keep them engaged all weekend and
even into the night. What a blessing it
was to have 191 delegates
accommodated on-site with extras
coming in for the day sessions. The
combined church service on Sunday
morning was a special highlight where
multiple churches were able to worship
and share communion together.
The CCCAust Board and conference
organising committee pray that God
will continue to equip His people to
serve their community through the
local church. Conferences like
Engage2016 at Camp Clayton provide
an opportunity for our churches to be
“rooted and build up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness” (Col 2:7)
Graeme Smith
Engage2016 National Conference
Chairman
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FINDING HOPE IN UNLIKELY PLACES
NEVILLE EVANS MANAGER, TEMCARE
Hope is something we all personally strive
for but which often seems to elude us.

A

s disciples of Jesus we are not only the receivers of
divine hope through faith in Him, but are also
expected to be the givers of such hope to others.

At Temcare, we see our role as being such givers of hope, as
we strive to be the ‘hands and feet’ of Jesus to a hurting world.
Our various programs aim to assist families with their complex
emotional, practical and spiritual needs.

We have witnessed so many stories of hope among our
families, and we pray that this encourages you and enables
you to become co-sharers of divine hope to others with whom
you come into contact. Please feel free to contact me if you are
interested in partnering with us in this vital ministry.
Neville Evans, Manager, Temcare
9 Queen St, Blackburn VIC 3130
Phone: (03) 9877 7729
Email: neville@temcare.org.au

Although many of you already know something of what
Temcare does, let me nevertheless introduce you to the main
components of our ministry. Details of our programs can be
found on our website: www.temcare.org.au
Temcare’s programs include:
• Respite care for children aged between 0-15 years for 1-2
nights on a 6 weekly basis.
• One-to-one adolescent mentoring, where a young person
is matched with an adult Christian mentor who organizes
bi-monthly activities. We are closely linked with ‘Prison
Fellowship’ in this program.
• Intensive spiritual, practical and emotional support for
parents and their children when required.
• Aged care chaplaincy services, primarily for those who are
currently living or have previously lived at Grace Court. In
addition, one of our staff runs a chaplaincy program at a
local RSL aged care facility.
• Annual camps, for example, a camp for mothers in the
January school holidays, and another camp for mentors
and adolescents involved in the adolescent mentoring
program.
• A Christian support group - ‘Women of Hope’ - run by one
of our volunteers for mothers involved in our programs.
Despite the complex needs and the significant past, present,
and future challenges facing our families, we remain hopeful
of what our God can achieve in their lives through us and in
Jesus’ name.
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